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Send news to Chrissie at cj.ward@xtra.co.nz or phone 03-546-9818. Let me know about meetings, coming events, book launches, new publications, literary successes, etc. Tell me if you change your email address. Past newsletters are archived for a month on our website www.topwriters.co.nz.  Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/topwritersNZSA/
	

	


NZSA TOP OF THE SOUTH BRANCH AGM TOMORROW
Everyone is welcome to the Top of the South branch AGM on Saturday 11 May at 2 pm (doors open 1.45 pm). The venue – the same as last year – is the Hearing House, 354 Trafalgar Square, Nelson, on the west side of the cathedral. 

The results of the 2019 Short Story Competition jointly sponsored by the branch and Page & Blackmore Booksellers will be announced, and prizes presented to the winning and shortlisted entrants if they are present. 

The guest speaker will be Ray Berard, with a talk titled: Crafting the Tight Narrative – Getting your Novel to Stand Out.
Ray’s first novel Inside the Black Horse made its way onto the Listener's top 100 books for 2015. It won the 2016 Ngaio Marsh Debut Novel and was nominated for the Dublin Literary award.

Ray will take us through his method of writing from first draft to finished product. He had the fortune to work with some of New Zealand’s top literary people during the process and will pass on his experiences, focusing on:

The importance of editing and integrating others’ vision into your story without losing its integrity.

Getting your plot, dialogue, detail, and structure as close to technical perfection as possible.

Sharing some realities of modern publishing and backing yourself in the current marketplace.  

This is designed to equip the serious writer with better understanding as they prepare their manuscripts for publishing. It is also for the hobby writer to get a better understanding of the process of writing in the long form from start to finish. Ray will have a handout to be emailed to interested people.
AGM catering is by Annika Ohlson-Smith. We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible, and feel free to bring friends and family. If you can’t attend, please send your apologies to the branch secretary, Jean Gorman at jlgormanz@gmail.com
BOOKS FOR PRISONS

It’s ten years since the Top of the South branch last collected books for the Christchurch prisons, and we are once again asking our members for donations.

Books are needed by both Men’s and Women’s Prisons, but particularly the Men’s, which holds larger numbers of prisoners. They need all levels of reading ability, and up-to-date content is appreciated. Books can be either new or good-quality second hand. See last week’s newsletter for suggested topics and authors. 
Books can be brought along to the Top of the South AGM on Saturday 11 May. If you are unable to come along, contact Jean at jlgormanz@gmail.com regarding collection.

BOOK FOR CHARITY AVAILABLE AT AGM

Firooz Eftekhar Zadeh’s new book Inspirational Short Stories with Humor will be available at the Top of the South branch AGM on Saturday 11 May.

The book is not being sold for profit, but instead all funds raised from it will be donated to charitable organisations. Families of the victims of the Christchurch terror attack in March will receive the first proceeds. The donations from promoting this book will be deposited into a special charity account at ASB. 
If you wish to place an order in advance, please send your name, postal address, telephone number and number of copies requested to Firooz at fnbzadeh@xtra.co.nz. After the book is delivered, please deposit $20 to ASB account no: 12-3158-156375-53

NELSON ROMANCE WRITERS 

The Nelson branch of Romance Writers of NZ usually meet on the second Saturday of every month. They meet at 2 pm at the National Party Office, corner of Waimea & Quarantine Roads, Nelson. Visitors are always welcome. If you are not an RWNZ member already, you are welcome to attend a meeting before deciding to join.
The next meeting will be on Saturday 11 May. The topic is marketing and social media. For more information contact LaVerne Clark at 03-546 4440, email 4clarksnelson@gmail.com.

MARLBOROUGH BOOK FESTIVAL EARLY BIRD TICKETS 

The 2019 Marlborough Book Festival takes place from Friday 5 to Sunday 7 July.
The full programme has been announced and tickets are on sale. There is an Early Bird offer of 10% off tickets purchased by Sunday 12 May. To see the programme and for tickets, go to: https://www.marlboroughbookfest.co.nz/
STEMWRITERS GROUP AT NELSON LIBRARY

STEMWriters is a small group with widely varying interests in writing, from short fiction to social commentary, social history and poetry. They meet on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 1 pm at the Elma Turner Library in Nelson. The next meetings are on 14 & 28 May. For more information contact  Alyson Baker at 03-546 0416 or alyson.baker@ncc.govt.nz
BOOK LAUNCH IN NELSON
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Mary Bell Thornton, The Cuba Press and Volume bookshop invite you to the launch of Don’t Forget to Feed the Cat: The travel letters and sketches of Stewart Bell Maclennan on Tuesday 14 May, 
5.30 – 6.30 pm.

Stewart Bell Maclennan was the first Director of New Zealand’s National Art Gallery, and the first full-time professional director of a public art gallery in New Zealand. In 1958 he spent six months in Europe and America, visiting galleries and museums to gather ideas.

At home in Wellington his wife and four children eagerly awaited his letters, following his progress with coloured flags on a map on the lounge wall. His daughter, Mary Bell Thornton, has now put together a delightful collection of the letters to and from Stewart and his family – including some of the sketches he made while travelling. This is a frank and intimate record of the art world of the 1950s, and packed with humour.

The launch takes place at Volume, 15 Church Street, Nelson.

Pre-order a copy of the book: https://volume.circlesoft.net/p/art-don-t-forget-to-feed-the-cat?barcode=9781988595009&search_key=feed+the+cat
GOLDEN BAY LIVE POETS 

Golden Bay Live Poets meet monthly at The Mussel Inn, Onekaka. Their next meeting on Thursday 16 May at 7.30 pm features guest poets Panni Palásti and Carol Don Ercolano. 
Panni Palásti was born in Budapest, Hungary, and educated there. She entered the United States as a refugee after the defeat of the Hungarian revolution in 1956 and continued her studies in New York, San Francisco and Los Angeles. She worked as a teacher and journalist in California before sailing with her husband and son to New Zealand in 1973. Panni lived in Russell, Bay of Islands, for 28 years, where she published the Russell Review and started the Russell Writers’ Workshop. She moved to Nelson in 2002. Her poems have been published in Hungary, the US and New Zealand.

Carol Don Ercolano is a Nelson poet with strong ties to Golden Bay, through caving and a family bach at Pohara. Carol has been a member of Nelson Live Poets for more than twenty years and assists in its running. She also runs the Poetry in the Window Scheme in Nelson. She was Poetry Judge for the BayLit Awards in 2013, Guest Writer for the Top of the South Branch of the NZ Society of Authors’ Writing Retreat in 2014 and Guest Poet for Nelson Live Poets in 2015. She enjoys speaking about poetry to adult groups, using her own poetry to illustrate the points. Carol also recites/performs poems, including by other poets, for public entertainment.
Music is by Kyla, Malaika and Tai. Everyone is welcome to attend or participate. Bring a poem to share, or just enjoy the show. Singer-songwriters are also welcome. Gold coin koha entry. For further information please contact Sacha Horton at 021 044 4294 or getrealconnection@gmail.com.

AUTHOR TALKS IN NELSON

Two Top of the South authors have upcoming talks at Nelson’s Elma Turner Library:

Firooz Zadeh: Inspirational Short Stories with Humor
Firooz will be talking about his new book on Saturday 18 May, 1 – 2 pm.

Inspirational Short Stories with Humor is a collection of interesting articles suitable for all ages, but particularly seniors. It is written from the heart with sensitivity. Combining inspirational stories with polished humour makes it an enjoyable read. It channels a special compassion towards people who have suffered from wars, terror, hunger, illness, religious persecution, natural disasters and other misfortunes. The author’s unique style, complemented by articles from several great authors and other sources, makes it a perfect book to keep or to give as a gift to a loved one.


There is no price on the cover because it is not intended to be sold for profit. All funds raised will be donated to charitable organisations to benefit needy people. Families of the victims of the Christchurch terror attack in March 2019 will receive the first proceeds from it. The author is committed to paying publishing and delivery expenses. The donations from promoting this book will be deposited into a special charity account at ASB. The book will be available at the talk, for suggested donations of $20 or more per book.

Marianne Castle: Two Dogs, One Bone
Marianne will be speaking on Sunday 19 May, 2 – 3 pm.

It’s 1983.Twenty- three year old New Zealander Katy Pallis has big plans to travel the world. She only makes it as far as Australia when the dog gods stop her in her tracks. They have plans to turn her into a professional dog trainer/dog groomer/dog walker. She eventually moves back home to Nelson and continues her career here.

Two Dogs, One Bone is based on Marianne’s work as a canine behaviourist/ dog groomer/dog trainer for over 30 years. Copies of her book will be available for purchase for $27 (cash only), or if you already have a copy, bring it for signing! This is a Friends of the Library talk. Entry $2 donation.

WEST COAST WRITERS 

This group welcomes writers of all genres to write together, get feedback on their work, and to discuss all things ‘writing’ in a respectful, encouraging environment. Don't worry about your level of experience – everyone is welcome! The group meets on the first and third Sundays of the month, 11 am – 1 pm, at the New Coaster's Office, 38 Albert Street, Greymouth. Gold coin donation for venue appreciated. Their next meeting will be on Sunday 19 May. For more details contact Katrina Brown at kbtaiwan@gmail.com.

MARLBOROUGH WRITERS NEXT MEETING

Marlborough Writers meet on the third Tuesday of the month, usually in the Louvre Room at Fairweathers, 36 Scott Street, Blenheim. Visitors are always welcome. A gold coin donation is requested to cover website costs. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 21 May at noon. The writing exercise will be 200 words on the topic of ‘Fear’. For more information contact Annette Rattray at annetterattray@hotmail.com, phone 03-573 6629 or 021 232 8040.
RICHMOND WRITING GROUP
The Richmond Writing Group is for adults with an interest in writing – whether you’re just thinking about starting to write something, you’re a published author, or somewhere in between. The group meets on the third Tuesday of the month, 1 – 3 pm, in the Constance Barnicoat Room at Richmond Library. In the first hour there is an author talk, then from 2 pm everyone is welcome to join the Richmond Writing Group for an hour of discussion or creative writing exercises. It’s free to attend and anyone of any ability can come. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday 21 May. The guest speaker at 1 pm is Sue Perkins. For more information about Sue, visit her website:

http://sueperkinsauthor.com/
Bring writing materials. For more information contact Pania Walton, Promotions Assistant, Richmond Library at pania.walton@tasman.govt.nz
BOOK NIGHT AT NELSON LIBRARY

Book Night is a fun, nationwide reading event which encourages everyone to take time out and read. Bring your book to the Elma Turner Library on Tuesday 21 May between 5 pm – 6.30 pm, pull up a chair read for as little as 15 minutes. Hot drinks and snacks will be available and you are encouraged to bring along any blankets or hot water bottles to make the night extra cosy. A book swap table will be set up, so make sure to bring along any unwanted books and pick up something new. There will be spot prizes from Volume bookshop.
NELSON & MOTUEKA LIVE POETS SOCIETIES SHARE GUEST POET


The Nelson and Motueka Live Poets meetings for May share guest poet Adrian Higgins.

Adrian is a multi-instrumentalist, songwriter, bush poet and cartoonist. He has guested at numerous festivals over the past thirty years, both as a member of the well-known groups Shiner, FfBN and The Barreltones, and as a solo performer. In 2010 he edited and produced From Bard to Verse, a compilation of thirteen contemporary New Zealand bush poets, and his songs have been covered by several artists. While his songs cover a range of topics, his poems tend to the humorous side and draw upon his childhood days growing up in the Buller. Adrian will be appearing at:

Nelson Live Poets, Tuesday 21 May, 7 pm at The Prince Albert, 113 Nile Street, Nelson. Bring a poem to share or just enjoy the show. Singer songwriters are also welcome. To read, simply sign up on the night. Koha entry. For more information contact Cat on 021 033 5049.

Motueka Live Poets, Wednesday 22 May, 7 pm at Armadillo’s Café (in the back room), 122 High Street, Motueka. There will be music from Kyla, Malaika & Tai from Golden Bay. Everyone is welcome to attend or participate. Gold coin koha entry. For more information contact Maggie Brown at mzbrown@slingshot.co.nz , phone 03-9298150 or text 021-1280991.

PICTON POETS NEXT MEETING
The Picton Poets meet on the fourth Wednesday of the month, 10.30 am – 12.30 pm at Picton Library. They share their own original poems in a friendly, constructive atmosphere. New members and visitors are welcome.

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 22 May. The topic for a poem is ‘The joy of missing out’.

For more information contact Mary Howan on 03-573 5973 or nadamary@xtra.co.nz, or Joyce Elwood-Smith on 027 226 1276 or joyce.elwoodsmith@gmail.com
AUTHOR TALK IN NELSON: JOBS, ROBOTS & US 

Kinley Salmon is in Nelson to speak about his new book Jobs, Robots & Us: why the future of work in New Zealand is in our hands. 

Could millions of jobs soon be eliminated by artificial intelligence and robots? From driverless cars to digital assistants, the world of work is on the cusp of a technological revolution that is generating hopes and fears alike. But are the robots really knocking at the door? What does all this mean for New Zealanders? Kinley Salmon’s new book is a call to start debating – and choosing the future we want. 

Kinley grew up in Nelson and now works as an economist in Washington DC. 
He will be in conversation with Stella Chrysostomou of VOLUME at Kush Coffee, 5 Church Street, Nelson, on Thursday 23 May, 5 – 7 pm. All welcome.
To pre-order the book: https://volume.circlesoft.net/p/economics-jobs-robots-us-getting-a-grip-on-the-future-of-work-in-new-zealand?barcode=9781988545882&search_key=salmon+robot
WRITING YOUR MEMOIR: CREATIVE WRITING CLASSES WITH

MICHELANNE FORSTER – EVENING CLASSES
What is memoir and how is it different from autobiography? How do different writers tackle deeply personal issues? How can you organize a lifetime of events into a compelling and readable shape?  These four classes will give you a secure foundation for writing your story for family, friends and the wider world. 


Taught by author, playwright and teacher, Michelanne Forster’s classes are designed to stimulate, challenge and inform you wherever you are in your writing journey. Michelanne gives individual feedback on (optional) homework assignments. The courses all come with extensive notes and readings and theory are balanced with practical application.

Morning classes are now full, but evening classes are being offered on Thursdays, 6 – 27 June (4 sessions), 6 pm – 8.30 pm, at Volume bookshop, 15 Church Street, Nelson. The cost is $220. To book, go to: 

https://volume.circlesoft.net/p/writing-courses-writing-your-memoir-with-michelanne-forster-evening-class?barcode=MR20192E&search_key=memoir&fbclid=IwAR3zmHieFU5t9sOrKWC0_sF-O17M3pV2Di6jsF094TkG53_CIZVdKMAVrH0
STORY BRIDGE WORKSHOP AND PERFORMANCE IN MOTUEKA

Story Bridge is a simple yet powerful process. It uses true personal stories and creative expression to engage deep dialogue, enable authentic relationship building, and facilitate individual and community transformation.

Story Bridge provides an amazing framework whereby participants share personal, meaningful stories, and then weave those stories to a larger story that is acted out and performed for the larger community ... all in one day!

This is a simple structure but powerful in its personal, community-oriented, unpolished realness. No experience is necessary, just a willingness to share stories and time with others. Suitable for all ages. 

The workshop will run on Saturday 8 June from 9.30am - 6pm, with a public performance at 7.30 pm at the Chanel Arts Centre, 31 High Street, Motueka. Because of the generosity of Creative Communities Tasman, this workshop will cost just $20 and will include dinner. The performance will be free to the public.


For more information or to confirm your spot at the workshop, contact Jen at listentothehorse@yahoo.com or text 0204 1299 150. Keep updated about this event at https://www.facebook.com/events/1188012694714799/
SUBMISSIONS INVITED FROM TOP OF THE SOUTH WRITERS

Writers of Picton invite writers from across the Top of the South to submit original creative non- fiction up to 3000 words and /or poems up to 50 lines for a proposed anthology.

Submissions might be serious, quirky, humorous or prophetic, but on the theme of ‘If it were an ideal world . . .’ The editors are particularly looking for perceived problems together with suggested solutions. Submissions should be sent in electronic format as an email attachment, together with contact details, by 31 May to pandi.goodhope@gmail.com.

Authors retain copyright of their work. Submissions will be subject to editing and proofreading in consultation with the author. 

POEM IN THE WINDOW

Each month, a poem is displayed in the window of Page & Blackmore Booksellers at 254 Trafalgar Street, Nelson. The poem for May is A Mapmaker Contemplating Climate Change by Doug Craig.

Poems reflecting the Top of the South are desirable, but submissions on any theme are welcome. The most important criterion is that people passing by and pausing to read can readily identify with it. Length should ideally be not more than 30 lines, but an extract from a longer poem could be displayed as lines from ....  If you would like a poem of yours considered for the window, send a selection of up to three as email attachments to Carol Ercolano at c.d.ercolano@gmail.com 

The ‘window poems’ are published in the biennial Horizons anthologies, which also feature the winning stories from the Page & Blackmore Short Story Competitions. Every author included in the anthology receives a free copy.  

The poems that appeared during 2015 and 2016 were published in Horizons 3, which can be purchased here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/publications.html 

The poems displayed during 2017 and 2018 will be included in Horizons 4, which will be published during the later part of 2019. 
