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Send news to Chrissie at cj.ward@xtra.co.nz or phone 03-546-9818. Let me know about meetings, coming events, book launches, new publications, literary successes, etc. Tell me if you change your email address. Past newsletters are archived for a month on our website www.topwriters.co.nz. Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/topwritersNZSA/
2018 PAGE & BLACKMORE SHORT STORY COMPETITION

This national short story competition, sponsored by Nelson’s Page & Blackmore Booksellers, opens for entries on 1 January 2018. The judge this year is Catherine Chidgey, whose  honours include the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best First Book (Asia-Pacific), a Betty Trask Award (UK) and the Katherine Mansfield Short Story Award. Her fourth novel, The Wish Child, set in Nazi Germany, won the Acorn Foundation Fiction Prize at the 2017 Ockham New Zealand Book Awards. Her most recent honour is the 2017 Janet Frame Fiction Prize.
Writers may submit as many entries to the competition as they like, provided an entry fee of $20 is paid for each story. All stories will be given feedback from an experienced writer. The judge will provide a written assessment of the ten short-listed stories. The top three entries receive book vouchers from Page & Blackmore to the value of: First, $300; Second, $200, Third, $100. 

The word limit is 1500 words, and the closing date is 3 April. The results of the competition will be announced at the 2018 Top of the South branch AGM, which will take place on Saturday 12 May, 2pm, at the Hearing House, Trafalgar Square, Nelson.

The full conditions of entry and an entry form for the 2018 Page & Blackmore Short Story Competition are attached to this newsletter. They can also be downloaded from http://www.topwriters.co.nz/page-blackmore-short-story-competition.html. If you have any queries, contact the organiser, Lorna Croft, at lornacro43@gmail.com
BOOK LAUNCH IN BLENHEIM TOMORROW
JS Parker Poems (1963 – 2017), a book of poems and line drawings, will be launched at the Millennium Public Art Gallery, 13 Seymour Street, Blenheim, on Saturday 16 December, 4 – 6 pm.

Although best known as the artist behind the abstract, modernist Plain Song paintings, JS Parker (1944 – 2017) also used words and pencil drawings to document his observations of life experiences, people he loved (and some he didn’t), and his ongoing response to the landscape that inspired him. This collection of poems and drawings created over several decades offers a personal insight into what inspired Marlborough’s most recognised artist.

The launch is supported by an exhibition, ‘JS Parker: The Poetry of Surfaces’, of works themed around his poems. The book launch and exhibition are hosted jointly by the Millennium Gallery and the Parker family. Books will be available for purchase for $17.50.

TIME TWINS LAUNCH IN NELSON
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Everyone is welcome to the launch of Time Twins, by Sally Astridge and Arne Norlin, on Tuesday 19 December, 6 pm at Volume bookshop, 15 Church Street, Nelson. 

Astrid thinks she is imagining the quiet boy who appears in her room in the middle of the night. He's called Tamati and lives in New Zealand. Astrid lives in Sweden. What's he doing here? And why does he keep turning up? Tamati tells Astrid they are time twins – children born at the exact same time – and his grandfather has shown him how to find her. Their lives couldn't be more different, but both have secrets they haven't been able to share with anyone else ... until now. 

Then the time twins realise that they might have come together for a reason and that there are ways they can help each other, even if they do live thousands of kilometres apart. Time Twins is an exciting cross-global story written by two authors living on either side of the earth about two children who are doing the same. First published in Swedish, the novel is now published in New Zealand by Mākaro Press.

	


Sally Astridge lives in Nelson. She is a former teacher and this is her first children's book. Arne Norlin is one of Sweden's most loved children's writers and has published more than seventy titles. He lives in Stockholm but visits New Zealand every year.

Catering at the launch will be by Swedish New Zealander Annika Ohlson-Smith.

WRITERS’ DAY RETREAT AT KELLY’S FARM 

Relax, find inspiration, mix with other writers (if you wish to) while enjoying fantastic catering in a beautiful farm garden or surrounded by native bush.  

Kelly’s Farm in Enner Glynn, Nelson, is offering Day Retreats for writers, only ten minutes from Nelson city. Enjoy writing in 7 ha of native bush or a huge garden full of peaceful nooks and crannies – and a day just to write! Morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea provided – vegetarian, vegan, dairy-free and gluten-free options available. 

For $65 per person, the Day Retreat will run for six hours, from 10 am to 4 pm. 

The next  Day Retreat is on Saturday 27 January. To book, please contact Lindy Kelly at lindykelly@xtra.co.nz by Monday 22 January and she will send you a registration form to complete. Payment is to accompany registration. Please note registration closes on Thursday 25 January at 5 pm.

NELSON ROMANCE WRITERS REPORT

Retiring convenor Annika Ohlson-Smith sends this report:

Saturday 9 December was the last meeting for the year of the Nelson Chapter of Romance Writers of NZ (RWNZ). It was also Annika’s last meeting as convenor. Next year the convenor-ship will be in a delegated spirit. The meeting was a Christmas lunch at the lovely rural Grape Escape Café, and all the girls were beautifully dressed. LaVerne Clark walked up the garden path as if it was the red carpet! Her purple creation would’ve got 10/10 in the Women’s Weekly. 

We started with a glass of bubbly, before a scrumptious meal. It is great news about Paper Plus selling Heather Holmes’ book What’s In A Name?,  with $20 per book still going to the Cancer Society! Sally Astridge and Swedish writer Arne Norlin will be launching the New Zealand version of Time Twins on Tuesday 19 December at 6pm at our new independent bookshop ‘Volume’. 

Annika was given a fantastic gift basket as a thank you for being convenor for many years. We second that, Annika. You have been a wonderful convenor for the Nelson Romance Writers! – Editor

The Nelson Chapter of RWNZ meets on the second Saturday of the month at the National Party Office, corner of Quarantine & Waimea Roads, Nelson, at 

2 pm. Their first meeting of 2018 will be on Saturday 10 February.

BONNIE ETHERINGTON LONGLISTED FOR PRESTIGIOUS PRIZE
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Congratulations for Top of the South branch member Bonnie Etherington, whose debut novel The Earth Cries Out has been longlisted for the 2018 Ockham New Zealand Book Awards. 

Ten books are longlisted in each of the four awards’ categories – fiction, general non-fiction, illustrated non-fiction and poetry. New Zealand Book Awards Trust chair Nicola Legat says the Awards received a large number of entries again this year and the standard was extremely high across all categories. ‘Clearly New Zealand publishing, and indeed our literature, is in excellent health.’

The Earth Cries Out has been longlisted for the Acorn Foundation Fiction Prize. Published in February 2017, it draws on Bonnie’s childhood in West paper. Read more about Bonnie here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/bonnie-etherington.html
The Ockham New Zealand Book Awards shortlist will be revealed on

6 March and the winners will be announced at a ceremony on 15 May, held as the first public event of the 2018 Auckland Writers Festival. Read more: http://www.nzbookawards.nz/new-zealand-book-awards/news/
PEN PODCASTS NOW AVAILABLE

The Top Writers Radio Show on Fresh FM includes a regular 5-minute item from Dana Wensley, who is the PEN (NZ) representative for Freedom of Expression. Fresh FM has kindly made these PEN items available as separate podcasts on NZSA’s national website. To listen to the seven broadcasts from 2017, go to: https://authors.org.nz/freedom-of-expression/pen-podcasts/
The Top Writers Radio Show began in 2016. To listen to the full shows, which include interviews with local writers as well as the PEN items, go to:

http://www.topwriters.co.nz/radio-show.html
KATHARINE GORDON JOINS CLNZ BOARD

NZSA’s new representative for the board of Copyright Licensing NZ (CLNZ) is Katherine Gordon, who lives in Motueka. She replaces retiring board member Vanda Symon, whose term ends at the end of 2017, and will join Dana Wensley on the board.

Katherine is a lawyer, writer and editor with significant governance experience, and has worked on the boards of both Access Copyright, the Canadian collective licensing agency, and the Writer’s Union of Canada. She also has experience working with First Nations, and in NZ is a consultant and negotiator with the Office of Treaty Negotiations. Read more about her here:

http://www.topwriters.co.nz/katherine-gordon.html
RENEW NOW AND SAVE MONEY!

The annual subscription for NZSA membership will increase in 2018. This will be the first increase in membership fees in five years and represents an increase of less than 1% per year. It reflects the increased costs of postage in particular, and everything in general. We have done our best to keep the increase nominal, at the price of a cup of coffee, $5 for associate, full, overseas and affiliate memberships and $2.50 for students.
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New Membership fees come into effect for those renewing after 1 January 2018 and will be:   

· Student Membership: $62.50

· Associate and Full Membership:$125

· Overseas Membership: $145

· Affiliate Membership: $170

Renew and pay by 31 December (even if your membership is not yet due for renewal) and you will pay the old price.
THRESHOLDS INTERNATIONAL SHORT STORY FORUM

Thresholds International Short Story Forum is a free resource for writers, readers, academics and students of the short story. It is the only online forum dedicated solely to the writing, study and promotion of the short story form, and is hosted by the University of Chichester (UK).

        
Thresholds is an invaluable hub of information, featuring a unique wealth of writing resources – from competition listings to funding opportunities – plus short story discussions and reviews as well as creative features on all short story topics. 
 
They also have opportunities to submit essays to feature departments, where pieces by previously unpublished writers sit comfortably alongside the work of distinguished writers, academics, editors and journalists from around the globe. Find out more at: http://thresholds.chi.ac.uk/about/
COONEY INSURANCE SHORT STORY COMPETITION

Organised by the Cambridge Autumn Festival, the short story competition sponsored by Cooney Insurance is now open for entries. There are great prizes to be won – First: $1,000; Second: $500; Third: $250.  

The short story must start with: ‘There was a knock at the door’.  The word limit is 1500 words. It’s open to all ages, and entries close 23 February 2018. Entry is free.

To enter, send your manuscript along with the completed entry form to: 
Cooney Insurance Short Story Competition, 
c/- Cambridge Autumn Festival, 
PO Box 369, Cambridge 3450. 

Full details and the entry form are available here: www.cambridgeautumnfestival.co.nz
GIVE HORIZONS 3 FOR CHRISTMAS
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There is no better Christmas present than a book, so why not give our branch anthology? Horizons 3 contains the winning and short-listed short stories from the last two Page & Blackmore competitions, plus the poems that have appeared in the windows of Nelson Provincial Museum and Page & Blackmore Booksellers. Published in September, it showcases a wonderful mix of work from talented local and national writers. 

Horizons 3 costs only $20 plus p&p, and is easy to post. To order, go to http://www.topwriters.co.nz/publications.html
POEM IN THE WINDOW

Each month, a poem is displayed in the window of Page & Blackmore Booksellers at 254 Trafalgar Street, Nelson. The poem for December is Soldier in Sepia by Ruby Roberts. 
The poems for the window are chosen by Carol Ercolano. Poems reflecting the Top of the South are desirable, but submissions on any theme are welcome. The most important criteria is that people passing by and pausing to read can readily identify with it. Length should ideally be not more than 30 lines, but an extract from a longer poem could be displayed as lines from ....  If you would like a poem of yours considered for the window, send a selection of up to three as email attachments to Carol at c.d.ercolano@gmail.com 

