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NZSA TOP OF THE SOUTH BRANCH

NEWSLETTER
19 February 2021
Send news to the Branch Editor at cj.ward@xtra.co.nz or phone 03-5469818. Let us know about meetings, coming events, book launches, new publications, literary successes, etc. Tell us if you change your email address. Past news-letters are archived for two months on our website www.topwriters.co.nz
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/topwritersNZSA/
and join our Facebook group www.facebook.com/groups/TOSWriters
2021 PAGE & BLACKMORE SHORT STORY COMPETITION

in association with NZSA TOP OF THE SOUTH BRANCH IS NOW OPEN 

The 2021 Page & Blackmore Short Story Competition opens for entries today. This national short story competition is jointly sponsored by Nelson’s Page & Blackmore Booksellers and NZSA Top of the South Branch, with prizes awarded half as book vouchers and half as cash. 

The word limit is 1500 words. Writers may submit as many entries to the competition as they like, provided an entry fee of $20 is paid for each story. All stories receive feedback, with the judge providing a written assessment of the ten short-listed stories. The top three entries receive prizes to the following value: First, $500; Second, $300; Third, $200. Submissions must be made by email to tosshortstorycomp2021@gmail.com
The competition will be judged by Rajorshi Chakraborti, an Indian-born novelist, essayist and short story writer who now lives with his family in Wellington. 

The closing date for entries is Friday 30 April. The results of the competition will be announced on Friday 4 June. 

The full conditions of entry and an entry form for the 2021 Short Story Competition can be downloaded from http://www.topwriters.co.nz/page--blackmore-competition.html Please share this information with anyone who may be interested. If you have any queries, contact Lucy at tosnzsa15@gmail.com. 

CALL FOR NEW NZSA TOP OF THE SOUTH BRANCH COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The New Zealand Society of Authors (NZSA) was established to support writers in Aotearoa and the active involvement of local representatives ensures it meets local members’ needs. If you want to develop your craft or career path as a writer, getting involved in the local branch committee is a smart move. 

We live in a beautiful part of New Zealand but, as a regional area, without our local branch’s efforts we would miss out on some of the networking and publishing industry connections those in the major centres enjoy. For our voices to be heard on the national stage, we need a strong Top of the South Branch to promote the cause of writers in our unique part of the world. 

Please put up your hand to be part of our committee. At present, we meet at 6pm on the second Thursday of each month at Richmond Library. You can attend via Zoom. 

 

There are currently nine committee members but after many years of service to the branch, three are retiring at this year’s AGM – Jean Gorman, Paul Maunder and Chrissie Ward – so we’re particularly looking for a new member who would be willing to take over the role of Secretary, which entails the following:

·        Taking minutes at monthly committee meetings.

·        Maintaining files for the committee in shared Google Docs.

·        Assisting the Chair to maintain our website and Facebook presence.

A huge thank you to Jean, Paul and Chrissie for their commitment and dedication. Chrissie has offered continue to write and distribute our newsletter, so all members will be kept up to date with relevant news and events. 
If you would like to find out more about being a branch committee member, contact Lucy at tosnzsa15@gmail.com
WRITERS AT LUNCHTIME & TASMAN WRITERS SHARE GUEST SPEAKER
The two writing groups which are run under the umbrella of NZSA Top of the South Branch – Writers at Lunchtime (Nelson) and Tasman Writers (Motueka) – will be sharing the same guest speakers during 2021. The calendar is arranged so that if you are keen to hear a speaker but are unable to attend on a particular date, you may be able to hear them at the other group. 

The first guest speaker for the year is Paul Bensemann, author of Fight for the Forests, Lost Gold and Tragedy at Aramoana. Describing himself as a ‘conservation foot-soldier’, Paul has been involved in native forest issues since the age of 19 through activism, advisory roles and iwi liaison, including spying for the Native Forests Action Council. He will be talking about the research and process of his writing and the process of publication. Paul also has a role negotiating between authors and publishers, and at present is editing three manuscripts.

Paul Bensemann will be speaking at the writing groups as follows:

TASMAN WRITERS 
Thursday 25 February, 5 – 6.30 pm at Motueka Community House, Decks Reserve, Motueka. Tasman Writers welcomes everyone who writes, whatever your genre and whether you write for fun, for profit, for family, or for hiding in your desk. Gold coin koha. For more information, or to have your name added to the mailing list, please contact Trish at dunrban@xtra.co.nz  or Lucy at tosnzsa15@gmail.com 
WRITERS AT LUNCHTIME 
Wednesday 3 March, 11.30 am – 1.30 pm, at 

the Café at Founders Heritage Park, 87 Atawhai Drive, Nelson. Writers at Lunchtime meets on the first Wednesday of every month, with the guest speaker at 12.30 pm. Everyone is welcome. For more information contact Belinda at bmellor12@icloud.com or Sue at 021 061 6470.
NEW BOOK FOR PATRICIA

[image: image1.jpg]1=

THE NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY OF AUTHORS
TE PUNI KAITUHI O AOTEAROA (PEN NZ INC)



Congratulations to Picton author Patricia Berwick, who recently published her new book Magic to Mindfulness: a Pathway into Science.


‘The science says,’ the news announcer speaks with authority. The listeners tune their ears, but what are they hearing and what does he mean? Is this piece of news more newsworthy ‘because the science says?’


One of the main characteristics of all the scientists researched, from Ancient Greeks to modern-day scientific explorers, is their ability to investigate a breadth of interests. They couple this with a desire to test ideas with whatever works; never mind if the question is from physics, chemistry, math or social science. Great scientists did not restrict their discoveries to methodologies or theories within a specific field. Most standards in education today do. What creativity is being lost just from this simple fact?
 

The central aim of the book is to encourage young people to enter science with open minds and to enjoy the process. Difficult concepts are explained by comic characters arguing together to clarify meaning. The biographies of famous scientists explore scientific methodology. An avatar ties all the biographies together.
Magic to Mindfulness is written and illustrated by Patricia and is available from 

https://www.berwicksbooks.com/ and on Amazon at https://www.amazon.com/Patricia-Berwick/e/B00JGYWKWC%3Fref=dbs_a_mng_rwt_scns_share
Read more about Patricia at: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/patricia-berwick.html
NEWS FROM NELSON ROMANCE WRITERS 

Annika OhlsonSmith sends this report:

Our first meeting of 2021 was on Saturday 13 February – the day before Valentine’s Day. It was almost a full house, and with one of two prospective members attending. We spent some time introducing ourselves and catching up on where we are with our writing.

We brainstormed the programme for the year and chose writing blurbs as the topic for our next meeting. Other subjects are: pitching practise, reviewing a book, metaphors, editing, structure of story, show/ tell, and website design. Donna volunteered to be convenor in March. We took five minutes to write a five-line story – some were dark, some sexy, some scary and some funny. As usual there was lots of chatter and laughter while having banana cake and little chocolate hearts with our cuppa. 

The Nelson branch of Romance Writers of NZ (RWNZ) usually meet on the second Saturday of every month. They meet at 2 pm at the National Party Office, corner of Waimea & Quarantine Roads, Nelson. Visitors are always welcome. If you are not an RWNZ member, you are welcome to attend a meeting before deciding whether or not to join.

The next meeting will be on Saturday 13 March at 2 pm. For more information contact Annika Ohlson-Smith at 03-548 5561, email amos46@xtra.co.nz
NEWS FROM LIVE POETS MEETINGS 

The Nelson and Motueka Live Poets Societies were due to meet on the 16th and 17th of this week, with guest poet Tim Heath.

Unfortunately, due to Level 3 COVID restrictions in Auckland, Tim’s guest poet slot had to be postponed until later in the year, as he was unable to travel to Nelson this week. The decision was made to cancel the February Live Poets events in Nelson and Motueka. The Golden Bay Live Poets event went ahead on 18 February without him. The details of Tim's rescheduled visit will be advised as soon as it has been confirmed. Stay safe, Tim!

The Poets apologise for any inconvenience. We look forward to seeing Tim later in the year and hopefully the March dates will go off without a hitch. We are keeping everything crossed that there won't be much further disruption to the calendar this year.

LIVE POETS IN THE GALLERY

The local Live Poets are gathering in the Refinery ArtSpace at 114 Hardy Street, Nelson on Fridays, from 12.30 – 1.30 pm. The dates are:

Fridays 19 & 26 February, and Friday 5 March.

Everyone is welcome to bring your lunch or just come and listen to local poets reading their poetry and poetry by others. Please feel free to bring a poem to read. You can pop in and out as you like. As a bonus, enjoy the current exhibitions that are on display at the Refinery Gallery. Comfortable seating will be provided. For further details contact Gaelynne 03-546 8434 or 022 6376480.

STEMWRITERS GROUP AT NELSON LIBRARY

STEMWriters is a small group with widely varying interests in writing, from short fiction to social commentary, social history and poetry. They meet on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 1 pm at the Elma Turner Library in Nelson. The next meeting will be on 23 February. For more information contact  Jackie Cook at taongajac@gmail.com
PICTON POETS NEXT MEETING

The Picton Poets usually meet on the fourth Wednesday of the month, from 

10.30 am – 12.00 pm at Picton Library. They share their own original poems in a friendly, constructive atmosphere. New members and visitors are welcome.

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 24 February. The topic for the writing exercise is ‘Changes’.
For more information contact Joyce Elwood-Smith on 027 226 1276 or joyce.elwoodsmith@gmail.com
WRITERS OF PICTON

Writers of Picton usually meet on the first Monday of the month (except January) at 1.30 pm in the upstairs meeting room at Picton Library, but meeting times and venues can vary. 

The first meeting of 2021 will be at the library on Monday 1 March. The writing exercise is 200-400 words on the topic ‘Why Picton?’ For more information contact Irene Thomas at 03-573 5501 or 027 249 3146, or email pandi.goodhope@gmail.com
‘LIFE SENTENCE’ WRITING GROUP 

‘Life Sentence’ is a writing group for those who want to write better, be inspired and be supported to publish. They meet on the first Thursday of the month at The Workshop in New Street, Nelson, 5.30 - 7pm. The next meeting will be on Thursday 4 March. 

For more information contact Chris Stuart on 027 777 2556, or email chrisannstuart@gmail.com.

AUTHOR TALK IN NELSON

Everyone is welcome to the Beachside Conference and Events Centre at Nelson’s Tahunanui on Thursday 4 March, 7 pm, when Catherine Knight will be talking about her new book Nature and Wellbeing in Aotearoa New Zealand: exploring the connection.

This ground-breaking book argues the restoration of ‘neighbourhood nature’ – places that all New Zealanders can freely access, irrespective of socio-economic or other factors. New Zealand's experience of the coronavirus pandemic underscores how important these local oases of nature are – and how vital they are to our wellbeing.

Richly illustrated throughout, this book tells the stories of a wide range of New Zealanders who, either individually or through organised initiatives, have experienced the wellbeing benefits gained through connection with nature. Their stories are varied but each one is authentic, personal and moving.


Drawing on the latest scientific research and through these personal stories, Knight challenges us to contemplate a more nature-rich future.

This free event is supported by the Nelson Science Society and Page & Blackmore Booksellers. The Beachside Conference and Events Centre is at Tahunanui Beach Park, 70 Beach Road, Tahunanui, Nelson.

BLACKBALL READERS AND WRITERS FESTIVAL COMING IN JUNE

Blackball Readers and Writers Festival is going ahead this year over Queen’s Birthday Weekend, 5 – 6 June, with the same speakers and programme as the 2020 Festival which had to be cancelled because of Covid-19 restrictions. 

The theme is activists, renegades and recluses. The Festival will take place once again in the beautiful setting of the local school. A wide range of accommodation is available in Blackball. Details of the full programme and how to register will be available shortly.

CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOPS ON THE COAST

Author Wendy Scott is the tutor for a series of creative writing workshops being run this month by WestREAP (Rural education Activities Programme) in Hokitaka. Read more about Wendy here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/wendy-scott.html
Storytelling is a human experience; people constantly create narratives in their heads to remember details or dream up new ideas. Creative writing classes don’t just teach writing or other more definable skills, they teach you how to find your own creativity.

The workshops run on Thursdays, 6.30 – 8 pm, for ten weeks starting on Thursday 11 February. The total cost is $125. Contact WestREAP to register your interest now. Phone: 03-755 8700, or email: westreap@westreap.org.nz
This course will be run at Reap House, 72 Tudor Street, Hokitika but if you live in Greymouth and are interested, let them know.

ONLINE WRITING COURSES 

Hella Bauer, who has previously run writing courses at Volume Bookshop in Nelson, is running two online writing courses starting soon.

Creative Writing Level 2 runs for six weeks on Tuesdays from 16 February to 23 March, 6 – 8.30 pm. Are you familiar with the process of free writing and used to providing and receiving feedback? Do you want to deepen your learning and improve your writing with exercises and group discussions? This course is for you. The cost is $270. Find out more and register at https://creative-writing-level-ii.lilregie.com/booking/attendees/new#contact-information
Write Your Story runs fortnightly on Wednesdays from 24 February to 5 May,   6 – 8.30 pm. How do you start? How do you express your thoughts, stories and memories in writing, without being dull? The skills you’ll acquire will benefit the web content, blog, proposal or CV you need to write. The cost is $300. Find out more and register at https://event-8525-1a4c.lilregie.com/booking/attendees/new
WRITING YOUR HISTORY: FREE WRITING WORKSHOP IN NELSON

Your today is tomorrow’s history. Designed to encourage older people to record their memories, this workshop will encourage participants to write with authenticity and heart, and transform their personal experiences into vivid and evocative prose. Even the most apparently ordinary lives have something of the extraordinary about them. Writing about the everyday honours our own lives, and the lives of the people we love.

The workshop, composed of two 1.5 hour sessions on two consecutive Saturdays, is designed for older people who want to write a memoir or family history, or contribute their stories to web-based local histories such as The Prow or Nelson City Council’s Story Map Project.

The sessions take place on Saturday 10 April and Saturday 17 April, 10.30 am – 12 pm, at Nelson’s Elma Turner Library. The tutor will be Ro Cambridge, former columnist for the Nelson Mail and currently the editor of Mudcakes & Roses. The workshops are free, but bookings are essential as places are limited. Book your place by emailing library@ncc.govt.nz or phone 03-546 8100.

NATIONAL FLASH FICTION DAY 2021 COMPETITION

‘Because life is short – and so is some of the best fiction.’ 

This year’s National Flash Fiction Day Competition is now open for entries of previously unpublished stories up to 300 words (excluding title). There is no entry fee, but entrants may submit no more than three stories. It is an open competition, with no theme or prompt. 

The competition closes on Thursday 15 April. Long lists will be announced mid-May and shortlists in early June. Winners will be announced on National Flash Fiction Day, 22 June. Winners and short-listed work will be published in a special edition of Flash Frontier: An Adventure in Short Fiction. For more information and how to enter, go to: https://nationalflash.org/competition/
