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NEW BOOK FOR COLIN FISHER
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Congratulations to Colin Fisher, who has just released Captain Stinky and Sailor Puss Visit Turtalia. This is the fourth book in the Captain Stinky and Sailor Puss ‘Chuckle and Learn’ series, aimed at children 3-8 years.

The Mary Ann is swabbed and washed for her new adventure with Captain Stinky and the crew, but the seas are not calm for the brave seamen and sea cats. A lovely visit is planned to Turtalia Atoll, where turtles nest. But will the good ship’s captain’s plans soon stink worse than he does?

The Captain Stinky and Sailor Puss stories are beautifully illustrated by Erika Bentsen. They are amusing and educational with a nautical theme, including facts about old sailing ships, sea fish and birds, a moral in each story and a quiz at the end. 

The four Captain Stinky and Sailor Puss books are available from www.captainstinkyandsailorpuss.com. There is a special promotional offer at the moment to buy all four books for the price of three. Read more about Colin Fisher here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/colin-fisher.html
NEWS FROM NELSON ROMANCE WRITERS 

Annika Ohlson-Smith sends this report on the last meeting:

We had a great turnout of members for our March meeting and welcomed new prospective member Amy Ridout and returning member Karen Johnson.
After much discussion, members finalised the topics and convenors for the rest of the year’s meetings. This month, one of our members, Donna Capil, led the group through a session on writing blurbs. We had a lively discussion with lots of ‘oohs’ and ‘ahhs’ and constructive feedback, leaving members eager to read the finished books.

We finished with a five-minute writing exercise; free-flow writing helps train your brain to shut off your inner editor, which is crucial for writing a first draft. Members shared their results, and the outcomes highlighted a talented bunch of writers. Fantastic effort, everyone!

The Nelson branch of Romance Writers of NZ (RWNZ) usually meet on the second Saturday of every month. We meet at 2 pm at the National Party Office, corner of Waimea & Quarantine Roads, Nelson. Visitors are always welcome. If you are not an RWNZ member, you are welcome to attend a meeting before deciding whether or not to join.
The next meeting will be on Saturday 10 April, when the topic will be writing dialogue in fiction. For more information contact Annika Ohlson-Smith at 03-548 5561, email amos46@xtra.co.nz
STEMWRITERS GROUP AT NELSON LIBRARY

STEMWriters is a small group with widely varying interests in writing, from short fiction to social commentary, social history and poetry. They meet on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 1 pm at the Elma Turner Library in Nelson. The next meeting will be on 23 March. For more information contact  Jackie Cook at taongajac@gmail.com
PICTON POETS NEXT MEETING

The Picton Poets usually meet on the fourth Wednesday of the month, from 

10.30 am – 12.00 pm at Picton Library. They share their own original poems in a friendly, constructive atmosphere. New members and visitors are welcome.

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 24 March. This will be an ‘open’ meeting without a particular for the writing exercise.
For more information contact Joyce Elwood-Smith on 027 226 1276 or joyce.elwoodsmith@gmail.com
TASMAN WRITERS

Tasman Writers meets monthly, at a time and place notified by email each month. Their next meeting will be on Thursday 25 March, 5 – 6.30 pm, at Community House, Decks Reserve, Motueka. The guest speaker will be Lorna Croft, who will be talking about her work proof-reading and editing writers’ manuscripts.

Tasman Writers welcomes everyone who writes, whatever your genre and whether you write for fun, for profit, for family, or for hiding in your desk. The get-togethers may include a speaker, and always have time for sharing ideas, asking questions, or discussing challenges. Gold coin koha.

For more information, or to have your name added to the mailing list, please contact Trish at dunrban@xtra.co.nz  or Lucy at tosnzsa15@gmail.com 
BOOK LAUNCHES FOR ROBYN 
Everyone is welcome to Richmond Library on Thursday 25 March at 5.30 pm for the launch of Robyn Prokop’s new book Heartstone and the audio edition of her first book, Taelstone. 
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Book Two of the award-winning Stones of the Azuri series, Heartstone continues the adventures of two runaway slaves.

Ash doesn’t know what terrifies him most, losing his mind to the Song, or losing his best friend, Kep. While Ash struggles to unlock ancient memories and lost secrets, Kep follows her own destiny — to become a League warrior and join the fight against the evil Melk. But Kep’s desire for vengeance could be her undoing. Caught in a world full of mystery, secrets and betrayal, the friends are once again plunged into danger.
Taelstone, Book One of the Stones of the Azuri series, was described by The Wishing Shelf as ‘A top-notch fantasy populated with charismatic, larger than life characters.’ Heartstone has also received an award from The Wishing Shelf Book Awards. The judges described it as: ‘A cleverly plotted sequel. If you enjoyed the first book, you’ll love this too. A Red Ribbon Winner and highly recommended.’ 
For the launch of the audio edition of Taelstone, Robyn will be joined by the narrator, Jonathan Moffat, to describe the joys and challenges of producing an audiobook. Everyone is welcome to this free event. Signed first edition copies of the books will be available for purchase. 
GOLDEN BAY WRITERS GROUP 

The Golden Bay Writers Group meets monthly, usually at Takaka Library. Meet up to connect, work on writing projects and share feedback in a supportive way.
The next meeting will be held Saturday 27 March from 10 am - 12.30 pm at Takaka Library in the meeting room. If you love to write, join us! In this group we write and creativity flourishes. Within a two and half hour time frame we write for four minutes, then 40 minutes. We like to start promptly at 10 am to make the most of the time. The theme for March is remembering who we are: Belonging, Connection, Whakapapa.
We believe everyone is a writer. We provide a safe space to both write and share our writing. A primary intent of connecting in this way is to hear each other’s work and to reflect on its impact upon us rather than offering critical review. Our aim is ease; writing, reading and responding are all optional. 
Everyone is welcome to Golden Bay Writers Group meetings. The date and venue can vary, so for details contact Jay Indik at jayindik@icloud.com
or Charlotte Squire at 027 525 7455, or charlottesquirecoms@gmail.com.

‘LIFE SENTENCE’ WRITING GROUP 

‘Life Sentence’ is a writing group for those who want to write better, be inspired and be supported to publish. They meet on the first Thursday of the month at The Workshop in New Street, Nelson, 5.30 - 7pm. The next meeting will be on Thursday 1 April. 

For more information contact Chris Stuart on 027 777 2556, or email chrisannstuart@gmail.com.

WRITE YOUR LIFE – MEMOIR WRITING COURSE

Kerry Sunderland is running a 10-week short course on Memoir Writing, starting on Tuesday 30 March. The course will be held at Riverside Community Cultural Centre, 289 Main Road, Lower Moutere.

Memoirs, like any other books, are made sentence by sentence. So they're written by not only paying close attention to the people, places and events that have shaped you, but equally close attention to the sentences you use to bring your story to life for your readers.

One of the most important aspects of writing memoir is learning what to include and what to leave out. The course will also consider the difference between 'situation' and 'story', and play with the many ways there are to structure your story.

In this course, Kerry will guide you to:
• Explore memoir and life writing as a genre
• Develop connections with a community of writers
• Understand how to read like a writer and how to write for readers
• Consider the many ethical issues that arise when writing memoir
• Learn how to give and receive constructive feedback on writing
• Extend your learning with peer feedback on yours and others' writing
• Find out more about publishing opportunities.
The course will consist of writing exercises, facilitated discussions and feedback sessions about each participant's work. Registrations are required by 22 March. Find out more and register at:

https://writeacrossnewzealand.com/write-your-life-with-kerry-sunderland
‘THE JOY OF WRITING’, WITH DIANE COVINGTON-CARTER

Diane Covington-Carter, an award-winning American writer, will be teaching ‘The Joy of Writing’ in Golden Bay and invites all who are interested in a breakthrough in their writing to contact her for information.

Covington-Carter is passionate about helping others to discover their writing voice and has been teaching writing for over twenty years.

‘I believe that everyone can write, but many have been discouraged or invalidated into believing that they cannot,’ she says. ‘I had a terrible experience at University, where a teacher wrote all over my papers in red ink and gave me low grades. I decided I was a failure at writing and that I would stay as far away from it as possible. This class came out of my own search for how to overcome my own creative blocks. It has been exciting and inspiring to help so many people to discover the joy of writing.’ 

For more information, contact Diane at dcovingtoncarter@gmail.com or 027-502-1807. Find out more about her here: www.dianecovingtoncarter.com
2021 PAGE & BLACKMORE SHORT STORY COMPETITION

in association with NZSA TOP OF THE SOUTH BRANCH 

The 2021 Page & Blackmore Short Story Competition is open for entries. This national short story competition is jointly sponsored by Nelson’s Page & Blackmore Booksellers and NZSA Top of the South Branch, with prizes awarded half as book vouchers and half as cash. 

The word limit is 1500 words. Writers may submit as many entries to the competition as they like, provided an entry fee of $20 is paid for each story. All stories receive feedback, with the judge providing a written assessment of the ten short-listed stories. The top three entries receive prizes to the following value: First, $500; Second, $300; Third, $200. Submissions must be made by email to tosshortstorycomp2021@gmail.com
The competition will be judged by Rajorshi Chakraborti, an Indian-born novelist, essayist and short story writer who now lives with his family in Wellington. 

The closing date for entries is Friday 30 April. The results of the competition will be announced on Friday 4 June. 

The full conditions of entry and an entry form for the 2021 Short Story Competition can be downloaded from http://www.topwriters.co.nz/page--blackmore-competition.html Please share this information with anyone who may be interested. If you have any queries, contact Lucy at tosnzsa15@gmail.com. 

BLACKBALL READERS AND WRITERS FESTIVAL 2021

The second Blackball Readers and Writers Festival takes place over Queen’s Birthday Weekend, from midday Saturday 5 June through to the evening of Sunday 6 June, once again in the beautiful setting of the local school. This intimate festival is a contribution to the West Coast transition economy. The theme is activists, renegades and recluses. 
To begin the festival, biographer Pat White and editor and environmental writer David Young will ‘recover’ the work of Greymouth-born Peter Hooper, poet, teacher, novelist, environmentalist and mentor to young writers. After a break, Catherine Woollet will interview Sandra Arnold, whose work includes a book on parental bereavement, a short fiction collection and her third, recent historical novel, The Ash, the Well and the Bluebell. 
On Sunday morning, Paddy Richardson will talk with Becky Manawatu, whose first novel Auē has won major prizes, and Elspeth Sandys will speak with Jeffrey Paparoa Holman about her extensive writing life with a focus on her latest work, A Communist in the Family: Searching for Rewi Alley. 

In the afternoon, Paul Maunder will talk with Nicky Hager, NZ’s best known investigative journalist, whose books have uncovered environmental, political and military skulduggery, and Caroline Selwood will discuss with Tim Jones and Kathleen Gallagher their source material and their motivation, leading to a more general discussion on this theme.

 Other items in the programme are a book launch, a poetry reading, an evening of storytelling and a wrap-up dinner at the Hilton with a sharing of letters, either real or fictional, chaired by Stevan Eldred-Grigg. 

 
There is a range of accommodation available and car sharing can be facilitated. The Festival has a limit of 50 guests, so register early with wkcultur@gmail.com
Cost: Full Festival: $80, including lunches and Saturday dinner. 

One day: $40. Session: $20.

The Festival is supported by Creative Communities and Cycle Journeys.

