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Send news to Chrissie at cj.ward@xtra.co.nz or phone 03-546-9818. Let me know about meetings, coming events, book launches, new publications, literary successes, etc. Tell me if you change your email address. Past newsletters are archived for a month on our website www.topwriters.co.nz. Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/topwritersNZSA/
WRITERS AT LUNCHTIME

The next Writers at Lunchtime meeting is on Wednesday 6 December, 
11.30 am to 1.30 pm. As this is the last meeting of the year, there will be no speaker. Instead it will be a purely social occasion with a fun quiz and a raffle. Bring a wrapped book (it doesn’t have to be new) for the mystery exchange of gifts.

The venue for Writers at Lunchtime is The Prince Albert, 113 Nile Street, Nelson (car parking is accessed from Tasman Street). Come any time from 11.30 am; the events will start at about 12.30 pm. Everyone is welcome. For more information contact Chrissie on 03-546 9818.
AUTHOR VISIT TO MAPUA TOMORROW
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Come to the Sprig & Fern in Mapua on Saturday
2 December for lunch with crime writer Ray Berard as he reveals the stories behind his novel Inside the Black Horse, which won the 2016 Ngaio Marsh Debut Novel award. It was also long-listed for the 2017 Dublin Literary Award as well as making the finals of the 2016 Ngaio Marsh Crime Thriller of the Year.

Ray Berard is a Canadian-born New Zealand writer based in Christchurch. He immigrated in 1994 and has had the fortune to live and work in many parts of New Zealand since then. Writing was always a passion but only through a change in circumstance in 2010 did the time become available to devote himself full time to it.

Inside the Black Horse is his debut novel, based on a diary he kept during his years working for the TAB in South Auckland and the Bay of Plenty. The story follows a group of strangers over five days, thrown together after a young man robs a pub in Rotorua. It is both a thriller and an unlikely love story for our age.

Berard’s writing has been praised by critics as pacy and authentic, a snap-shot of modern-day New Zealand, unmistakably Kiwi in flavour and tone, and packed with real-life contemporary issues. Ray is currently working on his second novel, The Diary of a Dead Man.

The venue for Ray’s talk is the Mapua Sprig & Fern’s little room at the side. Meet other writers for lunch or a drink there from 12 noon, before the author talk at 1 pm. A special guest of the Top of the South branch of NZ Society of Authors, Ray is the TOS and Canterbury delegate to NZ Authors’ National Council.

NEWS FROM NELSON ROMANCE WRITERS

Annika Ohlson-Smith sends this report:

At our November meeting, we started with a creative writing exercise that Annika had learnt at a Writers’ Retreat. The participants wrote about their first love affair for 10 minutes, during which Annika told them to add one word every so often. The words can be anything, like a colour, a fruit, a river, a street, etc. It was amazing to see how the stories were changed by the added words. 

After that, we were busy making paper hearts with quotes about love written on them. They are now folded and put into a basket to go under our Christmas tree in the cathedral. Visitors are invited to open a heart and read the message, all relating to our theme this year: ‘Open Your Heart’. A chocolate banana cake went down a treat.

We will have our Christmas lunch at the Grape Escape on Saturday 9 December. There will be a ‘Secret Santa’. After that, we will have a well-deserved break over summer and reunite in February 2018. Until then, we wish everyone a very merry, relaxing and – why not! – romantic holiday season.

WRITERS OF PICTON

Writers of Picton meet on the first Monday of the month. Their next meeting will be on Monday 4 December, 11 am at Picton Library. The writing challenge is to use odd, unusual or archaic English words to make a story of 200 - 400 words. You can write out a second version for explanation using more common words, if you like. This to be followed by lunch at the Cortado; partners are welcome.

Everyone is welcome to listen or participate. If you are interested in coming along, contact Irene & Peter Thomas at pandi.goodhope@gmail.com or 

03-973 0638, or Julie Kennedy at kennedyjf@xtra.co.nz, 03-573 8281.

BOOK EVENT IN NELSON

Come to a special event at La Comida on Tuesday 5 December at 6 pm to hear (and meet) the local women who run Pure Peony and the Wangapeka Family Dairy, and who are featured in Heather Kidd's new book Growing More Than Grass: clever, creative rural Kiwi women. 

La Comida is in Buxton Square, Nelson (the Collingwood Street end). Tickets are $25. Booking is essential (through VOLUME). The ticket price includes wine, finger food and a bag of treats to take home.  

Order your copy of the book now: https://volume.circlesoft.net/p/economics-growing-more-than-grass-clever-creative-rural-kiwi-women?barcode=9781869539733

For more information about the businesses involved in this event, see: 

Pure Peony: https://www.purepeony.com/
Wangapeka Family Dairy: https://www.wangapeka.com/
Prego Mediterranean Foods & Comida Cafe / Restaurant:http://m.comida.co.nz/
VOLUME: www.volume.nz
AUTHOR TALK AT MOTUEKA

Come to Motueka Library on Thursday 7 December at 6.30 pm and hear author Nick Horgan talk about his latest book Antipodean Traveler.

Antipodean Traveler tells the story of a somewhat naive young Kiwi traveling through North America and Canada in the late 70s and early 80s. Full of high adventure, his escapades include jet boating both up and down the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon, then taking on the Yukon River in Alaska, then back to Alberta in Canada where he won his division of the World Jet Boat Championships.

Nick grew up in Motueka and has interesting tales to share about his traveling, adventurous escapades and stories of the Christchurch earthquake. Signed copies of Antipodean Traveler will be available for purchase. Light refreshments provided. 

CHILDREN’S BOOK LAUNCH IN NELSON
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Everyone is welcome to the launch of Angus McPaw’s Monstrous Adventure, written by Deborah Brookes and illustrated by Polly Rabbits, on Friday 8 December, 5.30 – 9 pm at Nelson City Framers, 42 Halifax Street.

Local author Deborah Brookes is passionate about encouraging children to read. An avid reader from childhood herself, she always loved poetry and singing. Her youngest son has Aspergers so she is familiar with the problems that children face when reading. Her light-bulb moment came while flying over the Pacific to New Zealand, and now she has the writing bug. She likes to write fun stories that children and parents can read and enjoy together.

Angus is a cute little sock monster that lives on the back of a door with all his family who are made up of lost socks. He gets into all sorts of mischief. In this adventure he sets of to raid the fridge, but not everything is as it seems. Adults will enjoy reading the story to children, and they will enjoy the colourful illustrations with little visual jokes and puns throughout. 
Angus McPaw’s Monstrous Adventure is a totally Nelson creation. Deborah is a member of Top of the South branch of NZSA. Polly Rabbits runs her business Pawprints Design & Illustration from Nelson. The book is published by Krazy Kat Publications and printed by The Copy Press, both of Nelson.

The launch on 8 December will showcase some of Polly Rabbits’ illustrations. Please RSVP to deborah@krazykatpublications.nz, phone 03-538 0030.

‘THE WAR PRAYER’ CONCERT IN GOLDEN BAY
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Golden Bay Live Poets host a special event at the Mussel Inn, Onekaka, on Tuesday 12 December, 7.45 pm. As the main feature, Mark Raffills will be performing Mark Twain’s prose poem ‘The War Prayer’.

‘The War Prayer’ is a scathing indictment of war, and particularly of blind patriotic and religious fervour as motivations for war. When Twain’s publisher rejected the piece as being sacrilegious, the author said: ‘I have told the whole truth in that [poem] and only dead men can tell the truth in this world. It can be published after I am dead.’ It was written in 1905, but not published until 1923.

The evening will include music from local artists Lisa Williams and Leigh Strange, plus Kapiti Coast musician Phill Simmonds. They will perform some classic songs including Bob Dylan’s ‘With God on Our Side’, Buffy Saint Marie’s ‘Universal Soldier’, Graham Nash’s ‘Military Madness’ and John Lennon’s ‘Imagine’. The artists will also present original songs, while Raffills will deliver a couple of his own poems. Simmonds has also created the projection that will feature behind ‘The War Prayer’ poem. Tickets $10 at the door. For more information contact Rose at thewritingforest@gmail.com
GOLDEN BAY LIVE POETS CELEBRATE MUSSEL INN’S  BIRTHDAY

Golden Bay Live Poets are celebrating the Mussel Inn’s 25th anniversary on Thursday 14 December at 8 pm with an Open Mic poetry and music night. Mark Raffills will be MC for this special evening, with music from James Wilkinson on guitar. 

The Mussel Inn is at Onekaka, Golden Bay. Everyone is welcome to attend or participate. Gold coin entry. Open mic poets and singers can register on the night or email Rose to book at slot: thewritingforest@gmail.com
TIME TWINS LAUNCH IN NELSON

Everyone is welcome to the launch of Time Twins, by Sally Astridge and Arne Norlin, on Tuesday 19 December, 6 pm at Volume bookshop, 15 Church Street, Nelson. 

Astrid thinks she is imagining the quiet boy who appears in her room in the middle of the night. He's called Tamati and lives in New Zealand. Astrid lives in Sweden. What's he doing here? And why does he keep turning up? Tamati tells Astrid they are time twins – children born at the exact same time – and his grandfather has shown him how to find her. Their lives couldn't be more different, but both have secrets they haven't been able to share with anyone else ... until now. 

Then the time twins realise that they might have come together for a reason and that there are ways they can help each other, even if they do live thousands of kilometres apart. Time Twins is an exciting cross-global story written by two authors living on either side of the earth about two children who are doing the same. First published in Swedish, the novel is now published in New Zealand by Mākaro Press.

	


Sally Astridge lives in Nelson. She is a former teacher and this is her first children's book. Arne Norlin is one of Sweden's most loved children's writers and has published more than seventy titles. He lives in Stockholm but visits New Zealand every year.

Catering at the launch will be by Swedish New Zealander Annika Ohlson-Smith.

WHITIREIA OFFERS ONLINE STUDY OPTIONS

From 2018 the Whitireia Creative Writing Programme will be part of Te Auaha, Wellington’s new and visionary New Zealand Institute of Creativity. Writers will be able to work with visual artists, dancers, film makers, photographers, musicians and actors – over the next few years they will be developing a ground-breaking collaborative programme.

While this is an exciting moment, it’s also very much business as usual –except in a purpose-built arts campus. At the moment they are taking applications for the Diplomas in Creative Writing and the new degree, the Bachelor of Creativity (Writing). For more information see: 

https://www.whitireia.ac.nz/study-programmes/creative-writing-and-publishing
MAGIC OXYGEN LITERARY PRIZE CLOSING END OF DECEMBER

The fourth Magic Oxygen Literary Prize (MOLP) is now open for entries of short stories and poems. Stories should be up to 4000 words and poetry up to 50 lines. The theme is open. International entries are welcome, providing they are written in English and are previously unpublished. There is a fee of £5 per entry, and you may enter as many times as you like.

In each category there are prizes as follows: First - £1000; Second - £300, Third - £100, Two Highly-Commended - £50. In addition, for every entry received MOLP plant a tree in Boré, Kenya, and help fund construction of classrooms in that community. 

Entries close on 31 December. Online entries are preferred but written entries are also accepted. For full details and how to submit go to: 

https://www.magicoxygen.co.uk/molp/
FICTION FACTORY SHORT STORY COMPETITION CLOSES END OF MONTH

The Fiction Factory’s second short story competition is now open for entries. Although the competition is based in the UK, international entries are welcome. Stories must be previously unpublished and a maximum of 3000 words. All genres are accepted except Children’s and Young Adult Fiction. Entrants may submit as many stories as they wish, but each story must be submitted separately and with a separate entry fee of GBP£6 per story.  

Entries close on 31 December. The competition offers cash prizes of  First £150, Second £50, and two Merit prizes of £25. An optional critique is available for an extra £5. Winning stories will be published on the website and later included in a print anthology. Submissions are by email only. For more information and how to submit, go to: www.fiction-factory.biz
GIVE HORIZONS 3 FOR CHRISTMAS
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There is no better Christmas present than a book, so why not give our branch anthology? Horizons 3 contains the winning and short-listed short stories from the last two Page & Blackmore competitions, plus the poems that have appeared in the windows of Nelson Provincial Museum and Page & Blackmore Booksellers. Published in September, it showcases a wonderful mix of work from talented local and national writers. 

Horizons 3 costs only $20 plus p&p, and is easy to post. To order, go to http://www.topwriters.co.nz/publications.html
POEM IN THE WINDOW

The ‘Poems in the Window’ initiative is back on track. Each month, a poem is displayed in the window of Page & Blackmore Booksellers at 254 Trafalgar Street, Nelson. The poem for December (continuing from November) is Railing Rainstorm by Robin Keown. 
The poems for the window are chosen by Carol Ercolano. Poems reflecting the Top of the South are desirable, but submissions on any theme are welcome. The most important criteria is that people passing by and pausing to read can readily identify with it. Length should ideally be not more than 30 lines, but an extract from a longer poem could be displayed as lines from ....  If you would like a poem of yours considered for the window, send a selection of up to three as email attachments to Carol at c.d.ercolano@gmail.com 

