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  NZSA TOP OF THE SOUTH NEWS
1 November 2019
Send news to Chrissie at cj.ward@xtra.co.nz or phone 03-546-9818. Let me know about meetings, coming events, book launches, new publications, literary successes, etc. Tell me if you change your email address. Past newsletters are archived for a month on our website www.topwriters.co.nz.  Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/topwritersNZSA/
	

	


WRITERS AT LUNCHTIME
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The next Writers at Lunchtime meeting takes place on Wednesday 6 November, 11.30 am to 1.30 pm. The guest speaker at 12.30 pm will be Lorna Croft.
Lorna began her editing business more than four years ago and has since contracted her services to a wide range of clients, both in New Zealand and Australia. She also spends some time writing and is presently revising her own young adult trilogy for future publication.

Lorna will be exploring the conventions of ‘show versus tell’ in fiction writing. She is a member of the Nelson branch of Romance Writers of New Zealand, and the talk will be based on three workshops she delivered last year at their monthly meetings. Read more about Lorna: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/lorna-croft.html 

The venue for Writers at Lunchtime is The Prince Albert, 113 Nile Street, Nelson (car parking is accessed from Tasman Street). Come any time from 11.30 am, but make sure to be there at 12.30 pm to hear Lorna’s talk. Everyone is welcome. For more information contact Chrissie on 03-5469818.

WRITING WORKSHOPS AT RICHMOND LIBRARY – REGISTER NOW
Award-winning author Wendy Scott will be presenting two workshops on aspects of writing at Richmond Library on Saturday 23 November. Each workshop runs for three hours.

Vivid Writing – make your prose sing!    9.30 am – 12.30 pm
During the last five years, Hokitika-based author Wendy Scott has been awarded 10 international book awards and distinctions. This workshop explores the techniques used by Wendy to paint mind pictures that bring readers closer to the characters and their story. Plus, Wendy will share her tips on how to avoid alienating potential readers.

Lunch break: 12.30 pm – 1 pm (bring your own lunch)

How To Connect With Your Reading Audience (Marketing)    1 pm – 4 pm

Many authors prefer the isolation of their writing space rather than going out and marketing their books. In today’s current literary climate, it’s essential for authors to actively market themselves and their book catalogues. Wendy will discuss a variety of marketing strategies to help build your author brand so you can reach your target audience.

Each workshop costs $20 per session per person. Numbers will be restricted to 20 maximum for each workshop. People are welcome to come to either of the workshops for $20, or both for $40. If you would like to attend, please email tosnzsa15@gmail.com and state which workshop/s you are interested in. Once sufficient numbers have been registered, you will be asked to pay in advance to secure your place. The workshops take place at the Constance Barnicoat Room at Richmond Library (immediately on the right if entering from Queen Street). 

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to learn from a highly-successful local author. Find out more about Wendy’s writing career at www.wendyjscott.com
 
GOLDEN BAY WRITERS GROUP MEETS TODAY
The Golden Bay Writers Group meets on the first Friday of each month from 1.30 - 3 pm at the Wholemeal Café, 60 Commercial Street, Takaka. Meet up to talk writing in all its forms, to encourage and inspire each other, to share our challenges and victories, and to connect over a cuppa. 
The next meeting will be on Friday 1 November. Everyone is welcome to Golden Bay Writers Group meetings. For more information contact Charlotte Squire at charlottesquirecoms@gmail.com 

REPORT ON BLACKBALL WRITERS’ RETREAT

The inaugural Blackball Writers Retreat and Encounter was held over 26 – 28 October. Emma Stevens attended and sends this report.

This past Labour Weekend I attended the Writers Retreat/ Encounter at Blackball, a three-day workshop organised by West Coast writer, filmmaker and Blackball resident, Paul Maunder. Paul’s play, ‘Waiting for Greta’, will be performed on 9 November, 7.30 pm at the Imagine Theatre, Motueka, as advertised elsewhere in this newsletter.

To say the retreat was inspirational seems trite in describing so much of the richness that happened there. The deepness of the layering of thought and opportunity to share within the arms of the ‘deep damp quiet of Blackball’ is hard to describe. Our handful of attendant writers was gathered from the coast, from each end of the south island and through the mountains from Christchurch. 

Three mentors supported us, each with a unique connection to this little village. Jeffrey Paparoa Holman, ex-Canterbury university lecturer, poet and author of fiction and non-fiction, was raised here as a child. Paddy Richardson, author of Through the Lonesome Dark, an historical novel set in Blackball, is currently writing under fellowship a sequel to that hauntingly rich story, and was the reason I decided to attend. I had met her when she presented at a previous Māpua Literary event. Then there’s Paul, the well-known filmmaker and ‘cultural activist’, the quiet and humble organiser who managed to pull everyone in on a shoestring budget.

Our mentors gave us ‘master classes’ on plot, imagery and voice/dialogue.

In the evenings we huddled at restaurants, watched a play, shared stories and bonded. Precious daylight hours were spent alone writing, discussing that writing with our mentors, and many more ruminating over those discussions. The attendees brought such different stories that the retreat was laced with laughter, tears and friendships forged though sharing of powerful personal stories. There is talk of a Readers and Writers workshop on Queen’s Birthday weekend 2020.  I’d advise you to mark your calendars now, as I cannot stop thinking about it all and how very fortunate I was to attend.

BOOK LAUNCH IN NELSON
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‘A beautifully written and gripping novel.

Arare talent indeed.
Mark Thompson, author of Dust



The launch of David Briggs’ latest novel, The Claim, will be held at Page & Blackmore bookshop on Trafalgar Street, Nelson, on Thursday 7 November at 5.30 pm. 

The book was long-listed in 2018 for the New Zealand Michael Gifkins prize for an unpublished novel. It was subsequently published in the UK by RedDoor Press, and has attracted some good reviews. It is a story of the girl and the gold, but also of love and truth and trust. 

Disillusioned with life, Evan Cadwallader spends his summer prospecting for gold on his claim in a remote valley in New Zealand’s Southern Alps. There, one stormy night, he rescues a young woman, Addie, lost and close to death. As he nurses her back to health, and as his hunt for gold continues, he struggles with the questions the woman poses: who she really is, how she got there, what secrets she carries – and how she fits into his life.

Everyone is welcome to the launch, where David will talk about The Claim and there will be some short readings from it. Wine and nibbles will be provided. The book will be available for sale for $32.00. Read more about David and his writing here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/david-briggs.html
WEST COAST WRITERS 

This group welcomes writers of all genres to write together, get feedback on their work, and to discuss all things ‘writing’ in a respectful, encouraging environment. Don't worry about your level of experience – everyone is welcome! The group usually meets on the first and third Sundays of the month, 11 am – 1 pm, at the New Coaster's Office, 38 Albert Street, Greymouth. Gold coin donation for venue appreciated. Their next meetings will be on Sunday 3 & 17 November. For more details contact Katrina Brown at kbtaiwan@gmail.com.

LAKE ROTOITI SCHOOL BOOK FAIR

Nelson booksellers Page & Blackmore are holding their second annual book fair for Lake Rotoiti School on Monday 4 November, 11 am – 2 pm. The venue is the Alpine Lodge, 79 Main Road, Saint Arnaud. Bring your bags and stock up on great reading for you, your friends and family.

Jo Dippie, the owner of Page & Blackmore, says of last year’s visit, ‘The entire community supported the book fair with a steady stream of local families stopping by, plus the students, all dressed as their favourite characters, came shopping. The visit was enormous fun and we are delighted to be invited back this year, again with a wide-ranging collection of latest titles.’


 
WRITERS OF PICTON

Writers of Picton usually meet on the first Monday of the month at 1.30 pm in the upstairs meeting room at Picton Library. 

The next meeting would normally be on Monday 4 November, but as this is Marlborough Anniversary Day they will instead be meeting on Tuesday 5 November, 1.30 pm at the library. The writing exercise is 200 - 400 words on the topic ‘A Meal Out’. 
Looking ahead to the final meeting for the year, a booking has been made, tentatively for ten people but could be more, for lunch at Oxley's on Monday 2 December at 1pm. Partners are invited, and vegetarian and vegan options are available. If you are coming, please let Irene know at 03-973 0638 or pandi.goodhope@gmail.com
‘LIFE SENTENCE’ WRITING GROUP 
‘Life Sentence’ is a writing group for those who want to write better, be inspired and be supported to publish. They meet on the first Thursday of the month at The Workshop in New Street, Nelson, 5.30 - 7pm. The next meeting will be on Thursday 7 November. 

For more information contact Chris Stuart on 027 777 2556, or email chrisannstuart@gmail.com.

NELSON ROMANCE WRITERS 

The Nelson branch of Romance Writers of NZ (RWNZ) usually meet on the second Saturday of every month. They meet at 2 pm at the National Party Office, corner of Waimea & Quarantine Roads, Nelson. Visitors are always welcome. If you are not an RWNZ member already, you are welcome to attend a meeting before deciding to join.
At the next meeting on Saturday 9 November they will be adding to their word counts for NaNoWriMo – writing a novel in a month. For more information contact LaVerne Clark at 03-546 4440, email 4clarksnelson@gmail.com.

PLAY ON CLIMATE CRISIS FOR MOTUEKA

[image: image3.png]WAITING FOR GRETA

S 1 > scarr paulususven
IMAGINE THEATRE, 1 WOODLAND AVE, MOTUEKA

7.30PM SAT 9™ NOVEMBER, $15/$10 D0OR SALES (CASH)
RESERVATIONS TEXT NAME AND NUMBER OF SEATS: 021 106 3669




 ‘The world in which we live appears illusory and fictitious… human behaviour reveals its absurdity and all history its absolute uselessness…what else can one do but laugh at it?’ So wrote the Italian playwright, Pirandello.
This despairing, post-World War 11 world of absurdity inspired many playwrights, including Samuel Beckett, writer of the most famous theatre of the absurd play, Waiting for Godot.
West Coast theatre group Kiwi/Possum Productions have reinterpreted the play as a response to the climate crisis. Samuel and Harold, two lost souls wait for the final catastrophe which will wash them away. They talk, joke, taunt, reminisce and accuse, with occasionally the mayor and his trainer passing through, intent on escape. They are not waiting for Godot but waiting for Greta. But is it too late? And what is Greta?
Waiting for Greta is written by Paul Maunder, directed by Jason Johnson, designed by Elisa Wells and is acted by Paul Maunder, Frank Wells, Paul Kearns and Coban McBride. The group will offer the play to Motueka audiences on Saturday 9 November at Imagine Theatre, 1 Woodward Avenue at 7.30pm. Door sales. $15 (waged), $10 (unwaged) and cash only. If you want to make a reservation, text 0211063669 with name and number of seats.

Kiwi/Possum, have brought previous productions to Motueka, including, Helen and the Ferals, A Brief History of Madness and Goodnight Irene.
COURAGE DAY EVENT IN NELSON

Every 15 November throughout the world, PEN – the international writers’ organisation that champions freedom of expression – marks the International Day of the Imprisoned Writer.

NZSA, which incorporates PEN, honours this event as Courage Day. It is named jointly after James Courage, a novelist and poet whose novel ‘A Way of Love’ was banned because he dared to express homosexuality in his writing, and his grandmother Sarah Courage, whose book describing colonial life in New Zealand was burned by neighbours who resented comments they thought she made about them.

Courage Day recognises writers who defend the right of free speech, and those who suffer oppression and are killed or imprisoned for their work. The day is being observed in Nelson by an event on Friday 15 November at Volume bookshop, 15 Church Street, 5.30 pm.

Dana Wensley, the PEN (NZ) Representative for Freedom of Speech, will be talking about the writers whom PEN is focussing on this year, and local poets will read from works by imprisoned writers. Juliet Ayre will perform a violin sonata. Drinks and nibbles will be provided. 

THE TASMANIAN WRITERS’ PRIZE 2020


Open to residents of Australia and New Zealand, the prize is for short stories up to 3,000 words having an island, or island-resonant, theme. The competition is run by Forty South Publishing, the largest book publisher in Tasmania and publisher of Tasmania 40° South magazine.
 
The winner will receive a cash prize of $500 and publication in Tasmania 40°South. A selection of the best entries will be published in Forty South Short Story Anthology 2020. The deadline for entries is 16 February 2020.

For full conditions of entry and the entry form, go to:

https://fortysouth.com.au/tasmanian-writers-prize/
POEM IN THE WINDOW

Each month, a poem is displayed in the window of Page & Blackmore Booksellers at 254 Trafalgar Street, Nelson. The poem for November is The Way Home by Cliff Fell. 
Poems reflecting the Top of the South are desirable, but submissions on any theme are welcome. The most important criterion is that people passing by and pausing to read can readily identify with it. Length should ideally be not more than 30 lines, but an extract from a longer poem could be displayed as lines from ....  If you would like a poem of yours considered for the window, send a selection of up to three as email attachments to Carol Ercolano at c.d.ercolano@gmail.com 

The ‘window poems’ are published in the biennial Horizons anthologies, which also feature the winning stories from the Page & Blackmore Short Story Competitions. Every author included in the anthology receives a free copy.  

The poems that appeared during 2015 and 2016 were published in Horizons 3, 
and the poems displayed during 2017 and 2018 are included in Horizons 4, published in September 2019. Both anthologies can be purchased here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/publications.html 

