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 NZSA TOP OF THE SOUTH NEWS
24 August 2018
Send news to Chrissie at cj.ward@xtra.co.nz or phone 03-546-9818. Let me know about meetings, coming events, book launches, new publications, literary successes, etc. Tell me if you change your email address. Past newsletters are archived for a month on our website www.topwriters.co.nz.      
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/topwritersNZSA/
	


	


NEWS FROM THE COMMITTEE

The Top of the South branch committee met on Tuesday 14 August, but there was no space in last week’s newsletter to tell you what we have been doing.

First, we will be running the Short Story Competition as usual in 2019, and we are delighted Lorna Croft will be the co-ordinator again. She has been working on a revised marking sheet, where marks are given according to specific criteria, which should make the initial assessment process much easier. Plus, a major change to the competition rules means entrants will be able to submit their stories either in hard copy or electronically; we expect the latter option to be popular, since it is cheaper. Lorna can then email stories on to assessors (rather than post or deliver by hand), opening up the marking process to a much wider group of people. More information about the 2019 competition will follow later this year.
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For a while we have been toying with the idea of sponsoring another seat somewhere in our area (our first was the seat dedicated to Maurice Gee which is placed beside the Maitai River in Nelson – read more about this here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/maurice-geemaitai-river.html). A possibility is to run a competition for a haiku to go on the back of the seat. In order to get an idea of what makes good seating, five committee members were taken on a guided tour by public spaces activist/artist David Kemp. The photo shows us examining the new seats outside Richmond Library. We now feel a little more knowledgeable, but are still not sure of the most suitable site. If anyone has an idea about where a new seat, possibly adorned with a haiku, is needed and would be appreciated, please let our Chair, Liz Mahoney, know at emj.stuttard@gmail.com
The monthly Writers at Lunchtime meetings have now been running for six years and their format, a mix of social and educational, has proved very popular. We are delighted that as from October the new organiser of the meetings will be Cat Woodward, taking over from Chrissie Ward, who has been ‘in charge’ for the last three years. Thank you, Cat! See the item later in this newsletter for details of the next meeting on Wednesday 5 September.

Several members of the committee, as well as other Top of the South branch members, are planning to go to the inaugural Readers and Writers Festival at Blackball at Labour Weekend, 20-21 October. See later in the newsletter for how to register.  We’re looking forward to supporting this new venture for the West Coast.

NELSON ARTS FESTIVAL – EARLY BIRD CLOSING NEXT WEEK

The 24th Nelson Arts Festival comes to Nelson on 11 – 26 October. There’s ballet, Leunig and his enchanting cartoons, music from all over the world, authors from all around NZ, theatre to make you laugh and make you think, discussions that are sure to get brains fizzing, surreal dance-theatre, shows for children, visual arts and more. Early bird discounts close on 31 August – don’t miss out on cheaper tickets!

Brochures are available from the Nelson City Council Customer Service Centre, Nelson i-SITE, Nelson Library, Richmond Mall Information Desk, Theatre Royal, The Suter, Nelson Centre of Musical Arts, Founders Heritage Park, plus local cafés. 

If you would like a Festival brochure posted to you, please email festivalenquiries@ncc.govt.nz with your postal address and they will put one in the mail for you. The full programme can be read on the Festival website at: http://www.nelsonartsfestival.co.nz/ 
NEW THEATRE PRODUCTION

Kiwi/Possum Productions present a new play about the land, Whenua/DP4 Lot 173. Kevin and Rose, a retired farming couple reminisce, uneasy with the modern world. Their son, Ron has taken over the farm but wants out. His marriage has failed and one of his children has gone to the city. The other child is buried in the mountain. A Palestinian milker thinks of home. A Chinese entrepreneur hovers, as does a water bottler. A Greenie has moved into the area …


‘This play is the most literary and lyrical we have so far done’, states writer, Paul Maunder, ‘as if that is the only way to articulate the complex issues: the family farm turning into investment property; globalisation; technology; agribusiness; environmental issues – soil and water health; industrial revolution in Asia and its impact here; tourism; migrant labour; generations; belonging; memory; alienation…’


Whenua/DP4 Lot 173 will be performed at the Regent Theatre, 6 Mackay Street, Greymouth, Friday 24 – Saturday 25 August, 7.30 pm, book at 03-768 0920; and The Old Lodge, Revell Street, Hokitika, Saturday 1 - Sunday 2 September at 7.30 pm, book at WestREAP 03-7558700.

WEST COAST FILM HITS THE SCREEN

Goodnight Irene, scripted by Paul Maunder, is a film adaption of Greymouth-based theatre group Kiwi/Possum’s response to the Pike River Mine disaster.
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The story is simple. Sam is a cantankerous elderly ex-miner dying of cancer. The action takes place in his Blackball cottage over a period of sixteen hours, beginning on the afternoon of the Pike explosion, and involves Sam, the district nurse, Sam’s granddaughter, his Russian daughter in law and his educated son. His other son is down the mine. The family dynamics are complex as they begin to grieve for the probable loss of their family member.

This film by Paul Maunder and Alun Bollinger, West Coast locals but experienced film practitioners and winners of international awards, is ‘an intimate Odyssey, taking the audience into areas of grief, anger, humour and irony’. The cast is made up of Heather Fletcher, Paul Maunder, Jason Johnson, Caroline Selwood, Kate Bell and Kaia Beale. The photography is by Bollinger, with Patrick McBride operating. The film is graced with world-music songs from English composer, Helen Chadwick, and post production is by Westport based Nomad Audio and Video. 

This sixty minute film is seen as a seed from which an indigenous West Coast film culture might grow.  Made on a small grant from Creative Communities, with crew and cast donating their labour, it is offered initially to West Coast cinema audiences before seeking sales to television and showings at festivals. It opens on 26 August at the Regent Theatre, Greymouth (premier at 4 pm) and The NBS Theatre in Westport, and at The Regent in Hokitika on 2 September (premier 4.30 pm). After the premiers, check with the cinemas for screening times. The film will also be shown at the Blackball Readers and Writers Festival on Saturday 20 October.

WEST COAST WRITERS 

This group welcomes writers of all genres to write together, get feedback on their work, and to discuss all things ‘writing’ in a respectful, encouraging environment. Don't worry about your level of experience – everyone is welcome! The group meets on the first and third Sundays of the month, 11 am – 1 pm, at the New Coaster's Office, 38 Albert Street, Greymouth. Gold coin donation for venue appreciated. Their next meeting is on Sunday 2 September. Contact Katrina Brown at kbtaiwan@gmail.com for more details.

WRITERS OF PICTON

Writers of Picton meet on the first Monday of the month, 1 – 3 pm in the upstairs meeting room at Picton Library. Their next meeting is on Monday 

3 September. The writing challenge is a Foreword for a proposed book entitled ‘In an Ideal World ...’. This could help clarify thinking and be a point of discussion, but if some people feel it is a tough task they might like to write an article for the book instead. 
Everyone is welcome to listen or participate. If you are interested in coming along, contact Irene & Peter Thomas at pandi.goodhope@gmail.com or 

03-973 0638.

‘The Ocean’s Skin’ – Lecture by phil hoare

This lecture takes place on Monday 3 September, 7 – 8.30 pm at the Nelson Centre for Musical Arts, 48 Nile Street, Nelson.

Philip Hoare is obsessed with the seaIn his talk ‘The Ocean’s Skin’, drawing on his new book RISINGTIDEFALLINGSTAR, he looks at the way we humans relate to the sea’s natural history – its whales, its birds, its tides, its myths. From his home in Southampton, England, to Cape Cod, in New England; from the mid-Atlantic to the Indian Ocean, he looks at how our human story intertwines with watery mysteries and other species: the singing humpback, the shape-shifting selkie, the gothic cormorant. He swims with sperm whales and walks remote beaches in the footsteps of philosophers. And in these collective pasts and presents – human and animal, threatened and celebrated, and especially in the shape of the whale – we see the future, contained beneath what Melville called ‘the ocean’s skin’. The sea is our future. But what kind of future does it hold?

Phil Hoare’s book Leviathan or, The Whale won the 2009 BBC Samuel Johnson Prize for non-fiction. It was followed in 2013 by The Sea Inside. His new book, RISINGTIDEFALLINGSTAR is published by 4th Estate and has been acclaimed as ‘a masterpiece’ by The Observer. 

This talk is sponsored by the Cawthron Foundation, with special thanks to WORD Christchurch 2018 for bringing Philip Hoare to New Zealand. Tickets are free; however, a donation at the door on the night is requested. Volume will have copies of Philip’s book available, and there be an opportunity for book signing at the end of the lecture. 

Registration is essential. Register here: www.eventbrite.com/e/the-oceans-skin-lecture-by-philip-hoare-tickets-48179821142
	


WRITERS AT LUNCHTIME

The next Writers at Lunchtime meeting is on Wednesday 5 September, 
11.30 am to 1.30 pm. The guest speaker at 12.30 pm will be Richard Liddicoat, Online Services Architect at Tasman District Council 

Richard works on the web – it requires some technical knowledge. He also works at council, which has a language all its own. His role combines both of those things, and asks him to make it all understandable to citizens. In his talk he will cover: 

The new council website – some of the challenges and some of the successes.

Writing for humans – how we are changing our approach to written content.

Writing for the ear – the council's podcast.

Richard is the eighth of eight children who grew up on a suburban jungle in the back end of south-east Christchurch. He learned to be inventive and imaginative, and curious about the world. He has worked in magazines, newspapers, radio stations and on the web

The venue for Writers at Lunchtime is The Prince Albert, 113 Nile Street, Nelson (car parking is accessed from Tasman Street). Come any time from 11.30 am, but make sure to be there at 12.30 pm for Richard’s talk. Everyone is welcome. For more information contact Chrissie on 03-546 9818.
GOLDEN BAY WRITERS GROUP

The Golden Bay Writers Group meets on the first Friday of each month from 1.30 - 3 pm, usually at the Dangerous Café, 46 Commercial Street, Takaka. Meet up to talk writing in all its forms, to encourage and inspire each other, to share our challenges and victories, and to connect over a cuppa. 
Their next meeting on Friday 7 September will be held at the Wholemeal Café, 60 Commercial Street (at the round table up the back). There is a writing challenge: using the following phrases ‘curly hair’ and ‘my best friend’, create a 200-word piece of writing in any genre.
Everyone is welcome to Golden Bay Writers Group meetings. For more information contact Charlotte Squire at charlottesquirecoms@gmail.com
WRITING COURSE IN NELSON

Heather Holmes will be running a writing course on Friday 14 September, 2 - 4 pm, at the Cancer Society, 102 Hardy Street, Nelson, at a cost of $30. All funds raised will go to the Cancer Society. 

Heather is the author of What’s In a Name? a light-hearted novel written as a fundraiser for the Cancer Society. She is planning a fun afternoon to help people to connect with their imaginations and release the creative spirit that is within us all. To register, phone 03-5391137. 

NELSON REGIONAL POETRY SLAM FINALS

As part of the Nelson Arts Festival, entries are invited for the Nelson Regional Poetry Slam Finals. They will be held on Monday 15 October and will be hosted by Penny Ashton. The winner will represent Nelson in the National Final to be held in November in Christchurch, and will have travel and accommodation supplied by the Nelson Arts Festival.

To enter the Nelson Regional Slam Final:

1.   Read the rules below.

2.   Email Mark Raffills at mark@drycrust.com with your intention to enter.

3.   Supply a 50 word bio for use in the MC’s introduction.

4.   Entries should be in to Mark by Friday 7 September.

5.   All entrants will be contacted by Mark with further instructions.

Summary of Rules:

Competitors face off in three rounds, therefore each entrant should have three poems prepared. Each poem should take no longer than three minutes to perform and should be performed from memory. No props are allowed.

A full set of rules is available at: www.newzealandpoetryslam.com/rules.html
BLACKBALL READERS AND WRITERS FESTIVAL
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The inaugural Blackball Readers and Writers Festival will be launched at Labour Weekend, running from midday Saturday 20 October to the evening of Sunday 21 October. 

The festival will ‘recover’ the work of Jean Devanny, born in Golden Bay and a prolific feminist, socialist writer and political orator. Three of her novels (her work was often set in the mining and timber communities of the West Coast) were published whilst she lived in NZ before moving to Sydney in 1929. The celebrated Blackball-bred poet, Jeffrey Paparoa Holman will launch his memoir, Now when it rains. Acclaimed poet Tusiata Avia, born in Christchurch to the first wave of Samoan immigrants, will discuss her life work. Dunedin novelist  Paddy Richardson has a recent novel set in Blackball. 

Photographer Neil Silverwood will discuss Caves: Exploring New Zealand’s Subterranean Wilderness. To conclude the festival sessions, environmental writer Kennedy Warne will introduce the work of Denniston poet Leicester Kyle, and discuss the relationship between the poetic voice and guardianship of the environment. 

The festival is organised by a co-operative of Catherine Woollett, Jeffrey Paparoa Holman and Paul Maunder and will include evening entertainment. The full programme can be found on the website https://blackballreadersandwritersfestival.com/ and Facebook page http://facebook.com/blackball2018 To register, contact  wkcultur@gmail.com
FREE MONEY!

SBS, the bank which the NZSA Top of the South branch uses, is currently running a ‘Refer a friend’ promotion. If someone opens a new account with SBS and mentions our details when they do so, they receive $50 – and so does the branch.

If you’re thinking of opening a new account for any reason, this could be worth considering. The branch will only receive the $50 once, but each person who mentions us when they join will receive that sum. You will need to open an everyday or savings account and mention the name of the Top of the South branch account when you do so: it is NZ Society of Authors Top of the South. 

This offer runs until 31 August. To find out more, go to the website www.sbsbank.co.nz/get50 

	


POEM IN THE WINDOW

Each month, a poem is displayed in the window of Page & Blackmore Booksellers at 254 Trafalgar Street, Nelson. The poem for August is Sky Burial by Laura Solomon. 
Poems reflecting the Top of the South are desirable, but submissions on any theme are welcome. The most important criterion is that people passing by and pausing to read can readily identify with it. Length should ideally be not more than 30 lines, but an extract from a longer poem could be displayed as lines from ....  If you would like a poem of yours considered for the window, send a selection of up to three as email attachments to Carol Ercolano at c.d.ercolano@gmail.com 

