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NZSA TOP OF THE SOUTH NEWS
27 November 2020

Send news to the Branch Editor at cj.ward@xtra.co.nz or phone 03-5469818. Let us know about meetings, coming events, book launches, new publications, literary successes, etc. Tell us if you change your email address. Past news-letters are archived for two months on our website www.topwriters.co.nz
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/topwritersNZSA/
and join our Facebook group www.facebook.com/groups/TOSWriters
WRITERS AT LUNCHTIME 

Writers at Lunchtime takes place 11.30 am – 1.30 pm on the first Wednesday of every month (except January) in Nelson. There is usually a guest speaker at 12.30 pm.
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 2 December. This will be the last meeting at The Prince Albert, so we hope a lot of members will attend. From February 2021 we will be at a new venue, which will be announced in due course.
We will not be having a speaker in December but we’ll have lots of fun things, including a quiz, and friends to talk to! Please bring along a wrapped book (it doesn’t have to be new) to place on the table for the mystery gift exchange. We are also going to have a raffle, but need donations for this. Please bring any offerings along on the day. 
The Prince Albert Backpackers & Bar is at 113 Nile Street, Nelson. Car Parking is accessed from Tasman Street. Everyone is welcome. For more information contact Lucy on 021 146 5864 or tosnzsa15@gmail.com
RIME! POETRY IN THE STREETS OF NELSON

Join a team of readers and musicians as they celebrate the art of poetry and read Coleridge’s The Rime of the Ancient Mariner LIVE. The event takes place on Saturday 28 November from 11.00 am at the 1903 Square in Upper Trafalgar Street (opposite the Church Steps).

This is a free event (BYO sou’wester!) featuring Brendan Gregg, Matt Lawrey, Cliff Fell, Lisa Allan, Pat Dougherty, Anton Bently, Barrie McDonald, Davy Stewart and Alex Davidson. 

A WINNING STORY FOR ANGELA WOOLF

Congratulations to Marlborough writer Angela Woolf whose short story Intersect took third place in the 2020 Zephyr Short Story Competition run by the Wellington branch of NZSA. Angela says, ‘My short story Intersect sits at just over 1000 words and is about lives that can “intersect” in strange and tragic ways.’ As part of the prize, the story will be published online.

NEW BOOK FOR ALAN CARTER
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Alan Carter’s latest crime novel Doom Creek has just been published by Fremantle Press.

Doom Creek is the sequel to Marlborough Man, which was the winner of the 2018 Ngaio Marsh Award for Best Novel. Set in Wakamarina, it introduced police sergeant Nick Chester.

In Doom Creek, Nick Chester has dodged the Geordie gangsters he once feared, is out of hiding and looking forward to a quiet life. But gold fever is creating ill-feeling between prospectors, and a new threat lurks in the form of trigger-happy Americans preparing for Doomsday by building a bolthole at the top of the South Island.

As tensions simmer in the Wakamarina valley, Nick finds himself working on a cold-case murder and investigating a scandal-plagued religious sect. When local and international events reach fever pitch, he finds himself up against an evil that knows no borders.

Alan introduces his new novel in this YouTube video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3xb6neLeZk
DIRECT SELLING A SUCCESS AT A&P SHOW


Mike Waring organised a very successful stall at the Nelson A&P Show on 21-22 November where local authors – and NZSA Top of the South branch – where able to do some promotion and sell books.  Many thanks to Mike to recognising this opportunity, which we hope will continue. He sends this report: 
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With cooperative weather The Write Place was in the right place at the Nelson A&P show in Richmond last weekend. Thanks to Lucy and Chrissie for NZSA support and to Dave at The Copy Press for the signage.

Show goers were presented with an eclectic selection by three local authors: the oil industry and related Middle East politics (Firooz Zadeh); a novel set in Africa and another on the West Coast (Mike Waring); and a selection of NZ rural-based books, ranging from expert technical to children's humour (Garrick Batten). The photo shows, L-R: Firooz, Mike, Garrick.

It was satisfying to have the pop-up shop in action, not only from the sales POV, which was gratifying, but also interacting with the reading public and promoting the NZSA and writing generally. We met many interesting people; and take heart, the urge to write (and read) lives on still amongst Nelson/Tasman residents!

From the experience it’s obvious that three to five authors covering a range of genres is the optimal number, and very good sales can be achieved with minimal expenditure – in our case, just $20 each. Future regional show/festival days over summer represent opportunities to repeat this success. If you want a day out and a chance to sell your work or know of an event where The Write Place can be utilised, let us know.  Contact Mike at deerwaring@xtra.co.nz
COURAGE DAY EVENT ON 15 NOVEMBER
Gaelynne Pound sends this report:

A small crowd gathered at Nelson’s Refinery ArtSpace on Sunday 15 November for this year’s Day of the Imprisoned Writer – Courage Day.  Gaelynne Pound was the MC for the evening.

Dana Wensley, former PEN (NZ) Representative for Freedom of Speech, gave a talk on writers that PEN is focussing on. The poster Dana created of these writers was a source of much interest.
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This was followed by readings of poems by writers who are or were imprisoned or detained. To start with, Gaelynne read Behrouz Boochani’s poem ‘probably the life worth living …’ Kurdish journalist Boochani fled Iran only to be imprisoned on Manus Island for six years, before being granted refugee status in New Zealand. We were lucky enough to hear him speak at this year’s Pukapuka Talks as part of the Nelson Arts Festival.
The other writers featured on Sunday were: Nedim Türfent (Turkey), Varavara Rao (India), Hanna Komar (Belarus), and Sedigeh Vasmaghi (Iran). The poems were read by local poets Madison Turner (13), Alice Wynen (17), Henry Ludbrook and Carol Don Ercolano.  
The photo shows, L-R: Alice, Carol, Madison, Gaelynne, Henry, Dana, with next to her the empty chair.

At the conclusion of the evening there was some discussion on how people could become more involved in PEN’s support of imprisoned and detained writers. For more information about this, see: https://authors.org.nz/freedom-of-expression/pen-international/
NEWS FROM MARLBOROUGH WRITERS

Annette Rattray sends this report on their last meeting on 17 November:

The final meeting for Marlborough Writers for the year was attended by five people. While lunch was consumed, Annette tested the mental acuity of the group members with a questionnaire called ‘Retiree Mental Fitness Evaluation.’ The results were not recorded, and cannot be published for personal security reasons and MENSA privacy regulations!
 
Contributions on the 200-word topic ‘Trust’ were explored in various ways and read out. These contributions sparked interesting and varied conversations about the state of the world at present. As hoped, Annette and the group quizzed Mike Ponder about his latest book For Queen and Empire, which will be available in shops next year; we covered topics like plot, characters, false leads, building tension, and the ??? ending (which might mean a fourth book!).  

 
It is unfortunate that we were only able to have meetings in February, March, July, October and November this year because of Covid–19, and it doesn’t sound as if a vaccine will be available in NZ until later next year. Let’s hope we can avoid another lockdown.
 
The first meeting of the New Year will be on Tuesday 16 February. Meantime, friends, I wish you all the best for Christmas and the holiday season, with hope for a better, brighter and blessed 2021. 
‘LIFE SENTENCE’ WRITING GROUP 
‘Life Sentence’ is a writing group for those who want to write better, be inspired and be supported to publish. They meet on the first Thursday of the month at The Workshop in New Street, Nelson, 5.30 - 7pm. The next meeting will be on Thursday 3 December. 

For more information contact Chris Stuart on 027 777 2556, or email chrisannstuart@gmail.com.

WRITERS OF PICTON

Writers of Picton usually meet on the first Monday of the month, but meeting times and venues can vary. 

As their scheduled meeting would fall on Marlborough Anniversary Day, they are meeting a week later on Monday 7 December at 1.00 pm. This will be their last meeting for the year, and a booking has been made to hold a Christmas lunch at The Barn, 48 High Street, Picton. They can use The Barn’s quieter room. Lunch menu is under $20. Vegetarian, vegan and gluten free options are available (prior arrangement may be helpful). Partners or friends are welcome.

If anyone would like to write anything to bring along, a suggested topic is ‘An Invite to Coffee’. 400 words max. Please advise Irene Thomas if you are able to attend – 03-573 5501 or 027 249 3146.

The date for the first meeting in the new year will be 1 February 2021.

STEMWRITERS GROUP AT NELSON LIBRARY

STEMWriters is a small group with widely varying interests in writing, from short fiction to social commentary, social history and poetry. They meet on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 1 pm at the Elma Turner Library in Nelson. The next meeting – the last for the year – will be on 8 December. For more information contact  Alyson Baker at 03-546 0416 or alyson.baker@ncc.govt.nz
BOOK LAUNCH AT MOTUEKA

Everyone is welcome to Motueka Library on Thursday 10 December at 3.30 pm

for the launch of Dilly Cooper – Hat-Astrophe by Moira Siobhan.

Fun-loving 8-year-old Dilly Cooper loves to draw comics and is just trying to have a little fun while getting through school ... but Dilly finds it hard to keep out of trouble. Dilly Cooper – Hat-Astrophe is Moira Siobhan’s first novel for children, and is published by Austin Macauley Publishers.

Don’t miss this opportunity to discover this humorous story for children and go into the lucky draw to win a copy of the book. It's a free event and bookings are not necessary. Cash book sales ($21) will be available and light refresh-ments provided. 

GOLDEN BAY LIVE POETS 

Golden Bay Live Poets meet monthly at The Mussel Inn, Onekaka. Their next meeting is on Thursday 10 December at 7.30 pm for ‘Acid on the Microphone’.

The last meeting for the year, this is an open mic session, with special guests from Nelson and Motueka Live Poets. Everyone is welcome to attend or participate. Bring a poem, a song or a story. Koha entry. For further information please contact Mark Raffills at mark@drycrust.com
TAKAKA LIBRARY BOOK LAUNCH – WILD AT HEART
Everyone is welcome at Takaka Library on Friday 11 December at 1.30 pm for the launch of Miriam Lancewood's new book Wild At Heart.

Miriam Lancewood's first book, Woman in the Wilderness, told how she and her husband, Peter, lived for six years in the wilderness of New Zealand, hunting and gathering, and roaming the mountains like nomads. A year later they left New Zealand to explore other wild places. They walked 2000 km through the forests of Europe and along the coast of Turkey, mostly camping under trees and cooking by fire. They lived on the edge, embracing insecurity, and found the unexpected. Sometimes it was pure bliss, sometimes it was terrifying. But when Miriam and Peter moved on to the Australian desert, they met with disaster.

Wild At Heart tells that story. It's about life and death, courage, and the power of love. This is a free event. Cash book sales will be available.

DONATE A BOOK TO KIWI CHRISTMAS BOOKS

Kiwi Christmas Books collects brand new books to gift to Kiwi kids doing it tough at Christmas – those young people using the services of the City Missions, the Women’s Refuges, and other great charities around the country.

‘We began in Auckland in 2019, and this year we are going nationwide, calling on Kiwis across the country to donate a book to a kid in need in their own town or city. Board books, picture books, chapter books, middle grade, Young Adult fiction, non-fiction, reference – we’d love them all! 

‘(We’d love it even more if it was a book by a New Zealand-based author or illustrator – that way we can support local writers and publishers, as well as our kids.)’

In Nelson, Page & Blackmore and Volume are book stores where you can buy or drop off your donations. You can also order a book at any online store and have it delivered straight to the organisation, or post your donation to: Kiwi Christmas Books, 5 Islington St, Ponsonby, Auckland 1011. Donations are open until 14 December. Find out more at www.kiwichristmasbooks.org.nz
POEM IN THE WINDOW – THE LAST FOR THE YEAR
During December 2020, the poem being displayed in the window of Page & Blackmore Booksellers is Cave Belay by Nelson poet Carol Don Ercolano. 
‘Poetry in the Window’ is a celebration of poetry to be found in the Top of the South region. The idea was initiated by Hungarian-born poet Panni Palásti in 2009, then taken on by Carol the following year. Each month, a poem is displayed in a window on Nelson’s Trafalgar Street for passersby to read. The Nelson Provincial Museum originally hosted the idea, then Page & Blackmore Booksellers took on the display five years ago. After ten years of collecting submissions, Carol deserves a rest and we are looking for a new coordinator to continue this very special local tradition. If anyone would like to take it on or has ideas on where to go next, Carol would be happy to discuss it with you. Her email is c.d.ercolano@gmail.com
LAURA SOLOMON CUBA PRESS PRIZE 

This new prize celebrates the life and work of writer Laura Solomon, a longstanding member of NZ Society of Authors Top of the South branch.

The prize will be judged with the criteria set by Laura, for new writing with a ‘unique and original vision’.

Both published and unpublished writers are invited to enter completed manuscripts written across genres, i.e. fiction, creative non-fiction, poetry, drama or children’s writing. Applications close on 31 January 2021.

To find out more, including how to apply, go to: 
https://authors.org.nz/inaugural-nzsa-laura-solomon-cuba-press-prize-opens/
