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NZSA TOP OF THE SOUTH NEWS
29 June 2018
Send news to Chrissie at cj.ward@xtra.co.nz or phone 03-546-9818. Let me know about meetings, coming events, book launches, new publications, literary successes, etc. Tell me if you change your email address. Past newsletters are archived for a month on our website www.topwriters.co.nz. 

WRITERS AT LUNCHTIME
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The next Writers at Lunchtime meeting is on Wednesday 4 July, 11.30 am to 1.30 pm. The guest speaker at 12.30 pm will be Dave MacManus, owner and manager of The CopyPress, a self-publishing company in Nelson.
Dave be talking about the process of self-publishing a book, some of the reasons an author might choose to self-publish, and what you can do to make the most of your manuscript. The CopyPress works with authors who have written everything from small personal projects, to more commercial books that are sold at bookshops across the country. Dave is happy to answer any questions, and to advise on any particular projects that you have in mind.
The venue for Writers at Lunchtime is The Prince Albert, 113 Nile Street, Nelson (car parking is accessed from Tasman Street). Come any time from 11.30 am, but make sure to be there at 12.30 pm for Dave’s talk. Everyone is welcome. For more information contact Chrissie on 03-546 9818.
TOP WRITERS RADIO SHOW TOMORROW
The fourth programme in the 2018 Top Writers Radio Show goes out on Saturday 30 June at 3 pm and is repeated on Tuesday 3 July at 10 pm. It features an interview with Sheila Kennard on her book ‘Sky Full of Stars: Penpals Across a Century’. Read more about Sheila and her book here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/sheila-kennard.html
Each Top Writers Radio Show programme begins with a PEN item from Dana Wensley, who is the PEN (NZ) representative for freedom of expression, focusing on a particular author or issue. The main part of the show features Gaelynne Pound interviewing a local  writer, covering their influences, style, writing tips, future projects, and some music that has inspired or influenced them. Past programmes are available as podcasts here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/radio-show.html
The next programme, on 14 & 17 July, will feature an interview with Emily Gee, who writes as Emily Larkin, on her historical romance books.
Fresh FM is a Community Access radio station which can be heard on 104.8 in Nelson-Tasman, 95.0 in Takaka and 88.9 in Blenheim. It also operates in the inner Nelson City area on 107.2

FORBIDDEN RADIO: LIVE RADIO DRAMA TOMORROW
This fundraiser for Fresh FM takes place on Saturday 30 June, 7 – 9 pm. With faces destined for radio, Forbidden Radio presents an evening of live radio, live from the Granary at Founders Park in Nelson and simultaneously broadcast over Fresh FM in front of a live audience – you!

Enjoy a hilarious evening of Wild West heroics with the Lone Ranger and Tonto, and then delve into a dramatic mystery with Richard Diamond, Private Detective, in The Case of the Leland Gibson Murder. 

Come along for a night of triple the fun, old-fashioned radio drama with a modern twist or two. Tickets only $15 from Beggs MusicWorks, Richmond Mall and Fresh FM.

NEW BOOK FOR LAURA SOLOMON

Laura Solomon has just released Hell’s Unveiling, a sequel to her earlier novel Marsha’s Deal.
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Hell is raging and the devil and his minions are out to wage war on Planet Earth and on Marsha in particular. One of Marsha's foster children, Daniel, is framed for a crime he did not commit and is sent to juvenile detention. The devil sends minions to wreak havoc in the lives of Marsha's foster children, preying on their fears and weaknesses and trying to destroy their self esteem. The devil himself comes to earth in disguise and tries to destroy Marsha.

The devil also runs a training complex where humans are sent to hell, where they lose their souls and are condemned to do the devil's bidding forever. The novella follows one unsuspecting, vulnerable human, David, during his time at the complex. Once the minions are trained they are sent on missions to Planet Earth to carry out the devil's plans. One of the devil's more ambitious minions comes to earth, also in disguise and seduces Marsha, then steals her children and takes them to hell. Marsha travels after him, entering hell via the elevator in the devil's training complex and rescues her children. 

The novel is a work of magic realism and is intended to appeal to an adult and young adult audience. It is available from Amazon here: 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=Laura+Solomon
NEWS FROM MARLBOROUGH WRITERS

Convenor Dot Scott sends this report:

‘Winter illnesses meant a low turnout to Marlborough Writers last meeting. 

Picton Writers have invited us to join them in listening to Dave MacManus from The CopyPress on 6 August. So that will be our August meeting – Picton Library, 1-3 pm. Dave will be talking about self-publishing, and is happy to be available afterwards to do individual consultations with authors who are interested.  

‘We won't have a meeting in July, but instead will ask our members to work towards two projects:

1. To send us their contribution to a handbook of helpful ideas (on editing, etc) that we will put together as a handy reference for us all. Annette Rattray started the ball rolling with a list of editing tips, which I will circulate.

2. To contribute a poem/ story for a booklet similar to the one that John Penney of Prisma Print produced for us last year. Word count: story 400 – 600 words; poem 300 words.’

Send submissions and enquiries to Dot at dotscot@kinect.co.nz
NZ HERITAGE BOOK AND WRITING AWARDS


The 2018 awards open for entries on Sunday 1 July. There are four categories:

A non-fiction book award (prize ($1000), judged by Tom Brooking.

A novel or collection of short stories (prize ($1000), judged by Fiona Farrell.

A short prose award – a short story, memoir or article of no more than 1800 words (prize $200). This award is judged by Owen Marshall and sponsored by Wily Publications Ltd.


A poem with a maximum length of 50 lines (prize $200). This award is judged by Bernadette Hall.

All entries have to focus on some aspect of New Zealand’s heritage and should have at least a nominal connection with the theme for Christchurch’s Heritage Week – ‘Strength through Struggle’. The cost of entry is $35 for books, $15 for prose and poetry. Entries close on 20 August, and the results will be announced on 20 October. For full information and how to enter, go to: www.nzsacanterbury.wordpress.com/heritage-awards
WEST COAST WRITERS 

This group welcomes writers of all genres to talk about all things ‘writing’ and get feedback on their work, in a respectful, encouraging environment. Don't worry about your level of experience – everyone is welcome! The group meets on the first Sunday of the month, 11 am – 1 pm, at the New Coaster's Office, 38 Albert Street, Greymouth. Their next meeting is on Sunday 1 July. Interested people should contact Katrina Brown at kbtaiwan@gmail.com for more details.

WRITERS OF PICTON

Writers of Picton meet on the first Monday of the month, 1 – 3 pm in the upstairs meeting room at Picton Library. Their next meeting is on Monday 

2 July. The writing challenge is 200-400 words on the topic ‘Winter’.
Everyone is welcome to listen or participate. If you are interested in coming along, contact Irene & Peter Thomas at pandi.goodhope@gmail.com or 

03-973 0638.

GOLDEN BAY WRITERS GROUP

The Golden Bay Writers Group meets on the first Friday of each month from 1.30 - 3 pm at the Dangerous Café, 46 Commercial Street, Takaka. Meet up to talk writing in all its forms, to encourage and inspire each other, to share our challenges and victories, and to connect over a cuppa. Their next meeting will be on Friday 6 July.
Everyone is welcome to Golden Bay Writers Group meetings. For more information contact Charlotte Squire at charlottesquirecoms@gmail.com
AUTHOR TALK IN NELSON

Ex-cop turned crime writer Ian Austin will be talking about his Dan Calder trilogy at Nelson’s Elma Turner Library at 2 pm on Sunday 8 July.

The Agency, published in 2016, was the extremely popular first in the series – dealing with depression, marathon running and serial killers. That was followed by The Second Grave, which came out in May this year. In this book Dan has made a home in New Zealand and is feeling a bit more optimistic, but things don’t stay that calm and comfortable for long. He heads back to the UK to sort out an ‘ungodly mess where, almost unbelievably, the police now seem to be the enemy.’ There have been rave reviews for the second book, and the third in the trilogy, Frozen Summer, is in the pipeline.

Come along and hear Ian talk about his books; Page & Blackmore will be there with copies for purchase and signing. Free entry.

NELSON ROMANCE WRITERS MEETING

The Nelson branch of Romance Writers of NZ meets on the second Saturday of every month. They meet at 2 pm at the National Party Office, corner of Waimea & Quarantine Roads, Nelson. Their next meeting on Saturday 14 July will feature the last of Lorna Croft’s workshops on ‘Show versus Tell’. 

Visitors are always welcome. If you are not an RWNZ member already, you are welcome to join them for up to three meetings before deciding to become one. For more information contact LaVerne Clark at 4clarksnelson@gmail.com, phone 03-546 4440.

NATIONAL POETRY DAY

National Poetry Day takes place on Friday 24 August, and although that is two months away there are already a number of events and competitions on the calendar. Check them out here: http://www.nzbookawards.nz/national-poetry-day/2018-national-poetry-day/
Here is a local competition from Nelson’s Volume bookshop –

VOLUME 2018 POETRY COMPETITION: THE GREAT NEW ZEALAND PROSE DELETION

Volume’s National Poetry Day competition has these instructions. Choose one page of New Zealand published prose. Make two copies of the page. On one copy, delete (perhaps using a marker pen) or erase (perhaps using white-out) everything you don’t want in your poem. Your poem is what remains. Send both copies to Volume by 20 August, either to 15 Church Street, Nelson 7010 or to books@volume.nz
The winner will be announced at Volume at 2 pm on National Poetry Day, Friday 24 August, and will receive a trophy and a copy of the 2018 Poetry New Zealand Yearbook.

POEM IN THE WINDOW

Each month, a poem is displayed in the window of Page & Blackmore Booksellers at 254 Trafalgar Street, Nelson. The poem for June was Liberated by Marion Day; the poem for July is This Poem by Lindsay Pope. 
Poems reflecting the Top of the South are desirable, but submissions on any theme are welcome. The most important criteria is that people passing by and pausing to read can readily identify with it. Length should ideally be not more than 30 lines, but an extract from a longer poem could be displayed as lines from ....  If you would like a poem of yours considered for the window, send a selection of up to three as email attachments to Carol Ercolano at c.d.ercolano@gmail.com 

