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NZSA TOP OF THE SOUTH BRANCH AGM TOMORROW
The 2020 NZSA Top of the South branch AGM takes place on Saturday 30 May, starting at 2pm. It will be held via Zoom. 

To join the Top of the South Branch AGM go to this web address: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82783728189?pwd=SGJMM3VQUlNobUpDNmVBbHhpZ21Ndz09  and if prompted, click on ‘Open Zoom Meetings’. This will take you into the meeting. The link will be open from 1 pm, and it’s recommended that people join the meeting before 2 pm, so that any technical problems can be sorted out before official business begins. If you have any difficulties with the process, please text Branch Chair Lucy Hodgson at 021 146 5864.
The meeting will include a report from the Chair on branch activities over the last year. New committee members will be introduced, and the results of the 2020 Page & Blackmore Short Story Competition will be announced by the judge, Mandy Hager. The agenda, treasurer’s report, finance documents and minutes of the 2019 AGM were sent to branch members on Monday 25 May.

2020 PAGE & BLACKMORE SHORT STORY COMPETITION RESULTS 

TO BE ANNOUNCED

The ten shortlisted stories for the 2020 Page & Blackmore Short Story Competition, in alphabetical order of story title, are: 

‘Flight Lessons’ by Lisa Williams (Auckland)

‘Girlfriend’ by Sue England (Mapua)

‘Marigold’s Ivy’ by Lucy Hodgson (Riwaka)

‘Mister Tall’ by Tom Adams (Wellington)

‘More Tests’ by Tim Saunders (Palmerston North)

‘Red Cars and Rain’ by Greg Knowles (Auckland)

‘See Ya Sausage’ by Laura Tretheway (Christchurch)

‘Shoelaces’ by Trish Veltman (Paraparaumu) 
‘The Question’ by Sue Kingham (Christchurch)

‘Two Words’ by Bruce Morrison (Christchurch)

Two of the writers are from the Top of the South, and it’s great to see so many male writers represented. The final judge, Mandy Hager, has selected first, second and third placed stories. These writers will receive prizes to the value of $500, $300 and $200 respectively, awarded equally as book vouchers from Page & Blackmore Booksellers and cash from the Top of the South branch NZSA. All shortlisted writers receive a certificate acknowledging their achievement, and the stories will be published in an anthology.

After the results of the competition have been announced tomorrow, they will be posted on the branch website here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/page-blackmore-short-story-competition.html
‘LIFE SENTENCE’ WRITING GROUP MEETING AGAIN 
‘Life Sentence’ is a writing group for those who want to write better, be inspired and be supported to publish. They meet on the first Thursday of the month at The Workshop in New Street, Nelson, 5.30 - 7pm. The next meeting will be on Thursday 4 June. 

For more information contact Chris Stuart on 027 777 2556, or email chrisannstuart@gmail.com.

WRITERS AT LUNCHTIME BACK IN JULY

All being well, we look forward to seeing our friends and writing colleagues again at Writers at Lunchtime on Wednesday 1 July, 11.30 am to 1.30 pm. There will be a guest speaker (to be confirmed) at 12.30 pm.
The venue for Writers at Lunchtime is The Prince Albert, 113 Nile Street, Nelson (car parking is accessed from Tasman Street). Come from 11.30 am, but be sure to be there at 12.30 pm to hear the talk. Everyone is welcome. For more information contact Lucy on 021 146 5864.

CALLING ALL WRITING GROUPS

As we ease our way out of Covid-19 restrictions, writing groups around the region will be thinking about starting to meet again. When you do, please let me know so that I can give the meetings some publicity. Thanks!

THE KIWI DIARY 2021 CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

The Kiwi Diary is New Zealand’s own annual almanac of kiwi culture. This functional A5 spiral-bound diary is packed with inspirational content on every page, to plant beauty in your mind! Kiwi Diary becomes a treasured and trusty companion throughout the year to have alongside you to journal, note your plans, appointments, goals and dreams. Read more on the website www.thekiwidiary.co.nz
Contributors receive a complimentary copy of the Diary; publicity via the website, social media, the launch and worldwide exposure; discounts with affiliates and sponsors; networking opportunities within The Kiwi Diary community. Written submissions of up to 1000 words are invited. Email to kiaora@thekiwidiary.co.nz by Friday 12 June. 

BLACKBALL WRITER’S RESIDENCY OPEN FOR APPLICATIONS

The village of Blackball (pop. 300) on the West Coast of the South Island has both a history of good writing and good writers plus a tradition of activism. It offers a Readers and Writers Festival, a Writer’s Retreat and now, thanks to Creative NZ support, a Writer’s Residency.

The residency is available for 4 weeks which could be split or shared, with free accommodation in, and sole occupancy of, the Brian Wood cottage, a traditional miner’s cottage at the entrance to the village. We have no objection to an accompanying partner. The cottage has three bedrooms, is simple and comfortable with a wood fire, internet and plenty of room to work. If you occasionally feel like writing in a more social setting, the Blackball Inn has a snug which is available. 

There is a stipend of $700 per week. The resident will be responsible for food and transport, although if without a personal car, shopping trips to town can be accommodated.

The project you’re working on can be fiction (all genres), poetry, history, or advocacy. It will tend to have a working class flavour, or activist interest, or a Coast theme, but we are also interested, in these difficult times, in the portal to the future. While you will generally be left alone, there are the following requirements attached to the residency: 

· to give a short talk on a topic of your choice at each of the libraries (Westport, Greymouth and Hokitika) – this can be the same talk in each location and will be scheduled for 5pm so that the working day is not interrupted; 

· to run a 2-3 hour workshop for a small group of selected senior primary or junior secondary students – this doesn’t have to be overly didactic but rather offer students a glimpse of life as a writer;  

· at the end of the residency that you briefly read something of what you’ve been writing, to locals at one of the pubs; and finally;

· to write a report which will be useful for future funding applications. 

You can interact with the community at your discretion. We could make the occasional dinner invitation available if you wished.

To apply, write a letter outlining your plan for the residency, a short CV and a 2000-word writing sample. Your level of experience and track record will of course be factors, but those at the beginning of their career will be seriously considered.

Applications close 21 June 2020 and the residency should be started before

1 September 2020. The selection panel consists of Bathhouse Co-op members Paul Maunder, Catherine Woollett, Jeffrey Paparoa Holman and Paddy Richardson. Respond to wkcultur@gmail.com
DEBUT CRIME NOVEL COMING SOON
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Top of the South branch member Chris Stuart’s debut crime novel For Reasons of Their Own will be released in late June/July.

Can the past ever be left behind? Ask a flawed detective, a former refugee and a government desperate to misuse a dead body to reshape Australia’s security policy.

Chris Stuart says, ‘For nearly twenty years I was a humanitarian worker with Red Cross, Oxfam and the UN in war zones and disasters, mainly in the Middle East. I have witnessed the best and worst of humanity and deeply admire the strength and resilience of people who endure and thrive despite the most harrowing of circumstances. Originally this novel was written as an autobiography, but turning it into fiction has allowed me to write more honestly and critically. Although this is my debut novel, it is the first of a planned series featuring DI Robbie Gray.’

Details of the launch and how to purchase For Reasons of Their Own will follow.
FOUNDERS BOOK FAIR POSTPONED

This year’s Founders Book Fair, which should have started this weekend, has been postponed until later in the year. The Fair is the major fundraiser for Nelson’s Founders Park and last year attracted over 12,000 visitors from all over the country. Books are donated all year round and dedicated volunteers will start sorting them again now we are in Alert Level 2. In the meantime, people with books to donate are asked to hang on to them. 

POETS MEET POLITICS INTERNATIONAL POETRY COMPETITION

The 2020 Poets Meet Politics International Poetry Competition is open for entries until 28 July. Poems can be on any theme related to politics. Poems may be up to 40 lines. There is an entry fee of €10.50 per entry (each entry can contain up to three poems, and you may submit as many entries as you wish). 

Prizes are: First €500; Second €170; Third €90. The short list and winners will be announced in the first half of August. There are very strict entry requirements, particularly as regards formatting of poems. To read the full conditions of entry and how to enter, go to: https://www.hungryhill-writing.eu/
POEM IN THE WINDOW

Each month, a poem is displayed in the window of Page & Blackmore Booksellers at 254 Trafalgar Street, Nelson. The poem chosen for April was The Havoc-Dance by Lindsay Wood. As it was not able to be displayed while the shop was closed, it became the May poem. The poem for June is For Birds in a Time of Plague by Maggie Z Brown.
Poems reflecting the Top of the South are desirable, but submissions on any theme are welcome. The most important criterion is that people passing by and pausing to read can readily identify with it. Length should ideally be not more than 30 lines, but an extract from a longer poem could be displayed as lines from ....  If you would like a poem of yours considered for the window, send a selection of up to three as email attachments to Carol Ercolano at c.d.ercolano@gmail.com 

The ‘window poems’ are published in the biennial Horizons anthologies, which also feature the winning stories from the Page & Blackmore Short Story Competitions. Every author included in the anthology receives a free copy.  

The poems that appeared during 2015 and 2016 were published in Horizons 3, 
and the poems displayed during 2017 and 2018 are included in Horizons 4, published in September 2019. Both anthologies can be purchased here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/publications.html 
