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REPORT ON THE 2020 AGM

The 2020 AGM of the Top of the South branch NZSA was a special occasion – our first online AGM, held via Zoom. While this was a response to the restrictions imposed by Covid-19, a positive aspect is that it allowed everyone to take part regardless of where they live (internet connection allowing, of course!). It’s likely that even when we go back to in-person AGMs, we will retain an online element. Special thanks go to Robyn Prokop for her technical expertise in enabling the event to go ahead as smoothly as it did.

There were 21 participants, made up of 13 branch members and eight guests. The latter included five of the writers shortlisted in the Page & Blackmore Short Story Competition, who joined us variously from Auckland, Paraparaumu, Wellington and Christchurch to hear the results. 

The meeting link opened at 1 pm to allow for technical difficulties, which were minor. Branch Chair Lucy Hodgson welcomed everyone at 2 pm and read her 
Report for the Year, which is attached.

The two new faces on the committee, Kerry Sunderland and Naomi Arnold, are both are well known on the local writing scene. Marion Townsend has stepped down, but otherwise the previous committee members were re-elected. To see the current committee line-up, go to: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/about-us.html
Next on the programme was the announcement of the results of the 2020 short story competition sponsored by Page & Blackmore Booksellers and the Top of the South branch. The judge, Mandy Hager (President of NZSA), read the results and gave her comments on the three winning stories. The full results appear as the next item in this newsletter. We thank Robyn Prokop for doing such a wonderful job of organising the competition.
After the formal meeting ended, Mandy Hager stayed online to give us an update on what is happening in NZSA at the moment. There are many important matters ongoing, regarding Public Lending Right, copyright issues, and the constitution of NZSA itself. Members are reminded that the NZSA National AGM is taking place on Saturday 13 June at 10 am, and as this meeting is taking place via Zoom we all have an opportunity to be involved. 

Our special thanks to Mandy for giving so generously of her time, for speaking at the branch AGM and for judging the short story competition.

RESULTS OF THE 2020 PAGE & BLACKMORE SHORT STORY COMPETITION IN ASSOCIATION WITH TOP OF THE SOUTH BRANCH, NZSA

First:      ‘Shoelaces’ by Trish Veltman (Paraparaumu) 

Second: ‘Marigold’s Ivy’ by Lucy Hodgson (Riwaka)

Third:     ‘Mister Tall’ by Tom Adams (Wellington)

Commended:

 ‘Girlfriend’ by Sue England (Mapua)

 ‘The Question’ by Sue Kingham (Christchurch)

‘Red Cars and Rain’ by Greg Knowles (Auckland)

‘Two Words’ by Bruce Morrison (Christchurch)

‘More Tests’ by Tim Saunders (Palmerston North)

‘See Ya Sausage’ by Laura Tretheway (Christchurch)

 ‘Flight Lessons’ by Lisa Williams (Auckland)

The judge, Mandy Hager, provided these comments:

General comment: All ten shortlisted stories are very strong in their own right and it was hard to choose between them.  In the end, the three winning stories were the ones that stayed with me long after I’d read them. All three stories had something interesting to say about human nature and behaviour, each packing an emotional punch that leaves the reader thinking.

First place: SHOELACES. This story very cleverly addresses emotional and physical abuse within a relationship, while not overtly labouring the point. It is subtle, clever, and builds a growing dread in the reader for the safety of the narrator. It’s a story of resilience against the odds, and of how one act of kindness can provide the glimmer of hope that could be life changing. The sparseness and calm with which this story is told belies the turmoil bubbling underneath.

Second place: MARIGOLD’S IVY. The strength of this story is in its subtext. It shows the complicated relationship reversals that families undergo as parents age and the balance of control shifts. The characters are well drawn and cleverly show the different attitudes about what is thought valuable and what is not, the ivy representing the differences in these values. 

Third place: MISTER TALL. This story has an unexpected twist that challenges the reader’s preconceptions about the disabled character very cleverly. It requires careful reading to understand the shift, but the payoff is worth it; it leaves the reader thinking. It also makes good use of strong atmospheric descriptions. 

The winning stories from the 2020 and 2021 competitions will be published in an anthology Horizons 5, which will also include the poems displayed in the window of Page & Blackmore during 2019 and 2020. The anthology will be launched in late-2021, with more information to follow nearer the time.

‘LIFE SENTENCE’ WRITING GROUP MEETING 
‘Life Sentence’ is a writing group for those who want to write better, be inspired and be supported to publish. They meet on the first Thursday of the month at The Workshop in New Street, Nelson, 5.30 - 7pm. The next meeting will be on Thursday 4 June. 

For more information contact Chris Stuart on 027 777 2556, or email chrisannstuart@gmail.com.

GOLDEN BAY WRITERS GROUP MEETING

The Golden Bay Writers Group meets on the first Saturday of each month in the morning at the Wholemeal Café, 60 Commercial Street, Takaka. Meet up to connect, work on writing projects and share feedback in a supportive way.
The next meeting is on Saturday 6 June, 10 am – 1pm. The writing prompt is ‘Sky’. We will write and read new writing together in a contained environment that invites a safe place. Bring your manuscripts (fiction or non-fiction) for critical review. You could request feedback from the group and get feedback from members who volunteer for this function. 

Everyone is welcome to Golden Bay Writers Group meetings. For more information contact Jay Indik at jayindik@icloud.com
WRITERS AT LUNCHTIME BACK IN JULY

All being well, we look forward to seeing our friends and writing colleagues again at Writers at Lunchtime on Wednesday 1 July, 11.30 am to 1.30 pm. The guest speaker at 12.30 pm will be science writer Duncan Steel.
The venue for Writers at Lunchtime is The Prince Albert, 113 Nile Street, Nelson (car parking is accessed from Tasman Street). Come from 11.30 am, but be sure to be there at 12.30 pm to hear Duncan’s talk. Everyone is welcome. For more information contact Lucy on 021 146 5864.

CALLING ALL WRITING GROUPS

As we ease our way out of Covid-19 restrictions, writing groups around the region will be thinking about starting to meet again. When you do, please let me know so that I can give the meetings some publicity. Thanks!

POEM IN THE WINDOW

Each month, a poem is displayed in the window of Page & Blackmore Booksellers at 254 Trafalgar Street, Nelson. The poem for June is For Birds in a Time of Plague by Maggie Z Brown.
