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Send news to the Branch Editor at cj.ward@xtra.co.nz or phone 03-5469818. Let us know about meetings, coming events, book launches, new publications, literary successes, etc. Tell us if you change your email address. Past news-letters are archived for two months on our website www.woptwriters.co.nz
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/topwritersNZSA/
and join our Facebook group www.facebook.com/groups/TOSWriters
PUKAPUKA TALKS COME TO AN END
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The Pukapuka Talks, part of the Nelson Arts Festival, wound up this week. The programme was ably co-ordinated by Kerry Sunderland.

The pandemic caused a number of changes to the Pukapuka Talks. As well as the whole Festival taking place later in the year, most events took place in venues in the central city instead of Founders Park, and the programme focussed on local writers. Among the prestigious guests who flew in were Iranian Kurdish journalist Behrouz Boochani, and Mandy Hager, President of NZSA. 

The photo was taken at the Suter Gallery after an event on Saturday 24 October when Mandy Hager was in discussion with three local YA writers, Robyn Prokop, Rachael Craw and Brin Murray. From left to right: Mandy, Robyn, Rachael and Brin, with Kerry Sunderland.

KISS ME HARDY #4 LAUNCHED

The final event in this year’s Pukapuka Talks, the launch of the fourth issue of NMIT’s arts and literary journal kiss me hardy took place on Wednesday 28 October.

kiss me hardy is a Nelson-focused literary and arts journal that was initially developed to showcase the work of writers and artists studying at Nelson Marlborough Institute of Technology, and which expanded in 2018 to include submissions from other writing schools and tertiary institutions around Aotearoa New Zealand. Issue four is the first to focus on a theme: ‘Home’. A selection of short stories, poems, essays and art explore the meaning of home — is it a place, a person, a time, memories, emotions, a state of mind, a spiritual place, turangawaewae or a connection to tangata whenua? 

Read the latest issue – as well as the previous ones – here: 
https://kissmehardy.co.nz/
OTAGO UNIVERSITY ARTS FELLOWS ANNOUNCED
Congratulations to West Coast-based Becky Manawatu who has been appointed the 2021 Robert Burns Fellow by Otago University. Becky’s first novel, Auē, won the Jann Medlicott Acorn Prize for fiction and the Hubert Church Prize for best first book of fiction at the 2020 Ockham New Zealand Book Awards. During the Fellowship tenure Becky said she will work on Papahaua, a loose sequel to Auē, and also hopes to study te reo Māori.
Congratulations also to Heather McQuillan, who represents the Top of the South and Canterbury branches on NZSA National Board, and is the University of Otago College of Education Creative New Zealand Children’s Writer in Residence for 2021.
Fellows receive a stipend for between six months and one year and space at Otago’s Dunedin campus to pursue their creative projects. Read more here: https://www.otago.ac.nz/news/otago746119.html
ANGELA’S MS LONGLISTED FOR GIFKINS PRIZE

Congratulations to Marlborough-based member Angela Woolf, whose novel One Moment, One Breath was one of 15 that were longlisted in the 2020 Michael Gifkins Prize for an Unpublished Novel. This is the second time the MS has been longlisted – the first was in 2018. Angela describes the process her novel has gone through:

‘The manuscript in 2018 was titled Don't Sing and I was delighted when it was longlisted. I reread it and discovered some horrible formatting and repetitive words, so I did a rewrite then sent the first few chapters off to Wendy Scott for an assessment. This threw up some more problems, although she had a lot of encouraging messages too. I had it beta read by three writers and two friends, knocked 10,000 words out of it and sent it off to a couple of publishers who were not interested. So I resubmitted it to the Michael Gifkins Prize with its new title One Moment, One Breath and it was again longlisted. 

‘One Moment, One Breath is a contemporary novel about Jay, a boy in the NZ foster care system, his struggles with constant change and the temptation of drug money stashed by a river that only he knows about. It is a dark story interwoven with questions about his parents and the circumstances around his mother's death. I am looking at publishing it next year.’
PAUL MAUNDER SHORTLISTED IN NZSA HERITAGE LITRARY AWARDS

Congratulations to West Coast member Paul Maunder who was shortlisted in the Short Prose section of the NZSA Heritage Literary Awards for ‘Small Moments in the History of a Small Country’.

Paul describes these as: ‘a series of moments from significant events in settler history (Gate Pa invasion, Depression, 1951 watersider lockout, 1981 Springbok Tour), trying to capture the essence of the event.’ Some of them were published in Tornado and other stories written overtime (Maitai River Press, 2009). All work this year was asked to reflect on ‘Encountering our Stories: Art, Culture, Identity’. 
TOP WRITERS RADIO SHOW WINDS UP FOR 2020
The Top Writers Radio Show has finished its fifth season on Fresh FM Radio. Six programmes went out fortnightly between 29 August and 27 October, each one first broadcast on a Saturday at 4 pm and then the following Tuesday at 

1 pm. In each programme Gaelynne Pound interviewed a local  writer, covering their influences, style, writing tips, future projects, and some music that has inspired or influenced them. 
This year’s programmes featured current Top of the South branch members Judy Fisher, Ian Trafford, Dana Wensley, Robyn Prokop  and Chris Stuart, as well as former branch office holder (and well-known local poet) Carol Don Ercolano. These interviews, along with those from previous years, can be listened to here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/radio-show.html Huge thanks to Gaelynne Pound for her excellent work presenting the programmes.

Fresh FM is a Community Access radio station which can be heard on 104.8 in Nelson-Tasman, 95.0 in Takaka and 88.9 in Blenheim. It also operates in the inner Nelson City area on 107.2.

TRISH’S PLAYS PRODUCED BY ENGLISH THEATRE COMPANY

Congratulations to branch committee member Trish Palmer, two of whose plays have been produced for radio by the expatriate English Theatre Company.

The Company’s press release describes the background: ‘In 2016 a small group of experienced and not so experienced actors living in south west France got together to form the English Theatre Company. Our aim was to stage plays in English for the many British expatriates living in our region.

‘Like many theatre companies everywhere, we have not been able to stage any of our planned productions for 2020 due to Covid-19 restrictions. Two of our members began to discuss radio plays and the possibility of recording something to be shared on YouTube. Through the offices of a member’s friend in New Zealand, Richard C Harris, several PANZ members then sent us scripts. From the ones we received, we initially chose four: two from Trish Palmer and two from Richard. 

‘All of us involved have thoroughly enjoyed the challenge presented to us in this new area of theatre. We thank the playwrights who sent us scripts … Above all, we wish to offer our grateful thanks for the kindness shown to us by Trish and Richard – their work is wonderful, challenging and a joy to perform.’ 

Trish says, ‘It's been fun, and an interesting challenge, to be a part of this new way of presenting theatre.’ Here are the links to her plays:

‘Where There’s a Will’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IWfaNS1PGX4&feature=youtu.be
‘Housewifely Duties’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3S2czkUm44&feature=youtu.be
MAWHERA WRITERS (GREYMOUTH)


Formerly West Coast Writers, this group welcomes writers of all genres to write together, get feedback on their work, and to discuss all things ‘writing’ in a respectful, encouraging environment. Don't worry about your level of experience – everyone is welcome! The group meets on the first Sunday of each month, 11 am – 1 pm, at CoRe (New Coaster’s Office), 38 Albert Street, Greymouth. Gold coin donation for venue appreciated. Their next meeting will be on Sunday 1 November. Contact Katrina Brown at kbtaiwan@gmail.com for more details and to go on the group mailing list. Follow them on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/mawherawriters/ 

to find and share writing-related updates and discussion relevant to the group.
WRITERS AT LUNCHTIME 

Writers at Lunchtime returns to its long-standing venue, The Prince Albert on Nile Street, Nelson, for the next meeting on Wednesday 4 November. The speaker will be a member of the Founders Book Fair organising team (name to be confirmed), who will share stories and interesting information about the ins and outs of the book fair and the delectable items which have come past them. 

The Prince Albert Backpackers & Bar is at 113 Nile Street, Nelson. Car parking is accessed from Tasman Street. Come any time from 11.30 am, but make sure to be there at 12.30 pm to hear the talk. Everyone is welcome. For more information contact Lucy on 021 146 5864 or email tosnzsa15@gmail.com
‘LIFE SENTENCE’ WRITING GROUP 
‘Life Sentence’ is a writing group for those who want to write better, be inspired and be supported to publish. They meet on the first Thursday of the month at The Workshop in New Street, Nelson, 5.30 - 7pm. The next meeting will be on Thursday 5 November. 

For more information contact Chris Stuart on 027 777 2556, or email chrisannstuart@gmail.com.

LAKE ROTOITI SCHOOL BOOK FAIR

Page & Blackmore Booksellers are holding their third annual Lake Rotoiti School book fair at Alpine Lodge, St. Arnaud on Friday 6 November from 11 am to 2 pm. Bring your bags and stock up on great reading for you, your friends and family. If you have a wish list, email info@pageandblackmore.co.nz and they will bring your selected books for you.

BOOK LAUNCH IN RICHMOND

Everyone is welcome to the Paragon Eatery on Saturday 7 November, 2 pm for the launch of Rebekah Ballagh’s book Note to Self: The Secrets of Calm.

This is an inspirational personal development book including helpful tips and cute illustrations to aid with anxiety, over-thinking and depression. It is jam-

packed with handy tips, bite-sized pieces of wisdom and thoughtful illustrations to help you navigate through feelings like anxiety, stress, worry, guilt and sadness. Within its pages you will find practical tools and insights to help you tackle your day-to-day tricky emotions. Rebekah Ballagh is a qualified counsellor, an illustrator and the creator of the popular Instagram page called Journey to Wellness - @journey_to_wellness_
The launch of Note to Self is hosted by Page & Blackmore Booksellers of Nelson. The venue, Paragon Eatery, is at 2a Lakehouse Crescent in Olive Estate, off Wensley Road, Richmond.

WRITERS OF PICTON

Writers of Picton usually meet on the first Monday of the month, but meeting times and venues can vary. 

As their scheduled meeting would fall on Marlborough Anniversary Day, they are meeting a week later on Monday 9 November, 1.30 pm at Picton Library. The writing topic will be ‘Reflections on Covid-19’ as they are planning to publish a small (localised to Picton) booklet as a chronicle of individual experiences during lockdown and Covid generally, with the aim of presenting copies to the local museum, as well as circulating them amongst group members and interested parties. A limit of 1,000 words applies to each article, which should be emailed to brianhenstock5@gmail.com 

Contact  Peter and Irene Thomas on 03-573-5501 or 027 2493146 for more information.

STEMWRITERS GROUP AT NELSON LIBRARY

STEMWriters is a small group with widely varying interests in writing, from short fiction to social commentary, social history and poetry. They meet on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 1 pm at the Elma Turner Library in Nelson. The next meetings will be on 10 & 24 November. For more information contact  Alyson Baker at 03-546 0416 or alyson.baker@ncc.govt.nz
AUTHOR TALK IN NELSON

Ray Salisbury will be speaking about his gorgeous new book Tableland: The History Behind Mount Arthur on Thursday 12 November, 5.30 pm, at Page & Blackmore Bookshop, 254 Trafalgar Street, Nelson.

Tableland is the story of the area behind Mt Arthur on the eastern side of Kahurangi National Park, and of the explorers, graziers, miners, hunters and trampers, as well as many others who lived and worked in this much loved area of backcountry.  The book is beautifully illustrated with the photography of the author, Ray Salisbury, as well as with historical material and photos.
Tableland is published by Potton & Burton. See more at:

https://www.pottonandburton.co.nz/product/tableland-mt-arthur/
NEWS FROM NELSON ROMANCE WRITERS

Annika Ohlson-Smith sends this report:

A quick catch-up to start the meeting (on 10 October) – and the inevitable detour into what we’ve been reading and binge-watching on Netflix – led us into a brief discussion about writing in the third-person omniscient point of view.

Then we participated in a workshop, prepared by Sally Astridge, on showing-not-telling. Specifically, using dialogue as a vehicle to show. The resulting sequences were varied, as ever – it’s always so refreshing to see the different responses to these challenges. Annika treated us to some ‘funnies’ whilst we enjoyed our cuppa and cake. We finished the meeting by sharing whether we identify as a plotter, pantser or plantser; and we all agreed that having time (and finding the best place) to just ‘think’ is so important in the writing process.

The Nelson branch of Romance Writers of NZ (RWNZ) usually meets on the second Saturday of every month. They meet at 2 pm at the National Party Office, corner of Waimea & Quarantine Roads, Nelson. Visitors are always welcome. If you are not an RWNZ member already, you are welcome to attend a meeting before deciding to join.

Our next meeting will be on Saturday 14 November, when  we’ll have a work-shop on the importance of story pacing presented by Donna Capil. Members will get together for a Christmas lunch in December, and we’ll meet up again in February 2021. For more information contact Annika Ohlson-Smith at 03-548 5561, email amos46@xtra.co.nz
NEWS FROM MARLBOROUGH WRITERS

Annette Rattray sends this report:

The meeting on 20 October was a smaller one. The writing topic – The Secret – (originally set for the cancelled August/September meetings), was finally able to be aired, and four stories were read. 

Annette shared a brief review of Mike Ponder’s book, For Queen and Empire. ‘A storyteller’s yarn set in wartime France, with false leads, tension, adventure, believable characters and voice, and an ending which leaves a question about the subject.’ If Mike is able to be present at the next meeting, the group would like to ask him some questions about how he devised the plot, false leads, raised tension, etc.

The last meeting of the year will be on Tuesday 17 November at noon at Fairweathers, 36 Scott Street, Blenheim. The Scott Room has been booked. For those who are interested in continuing the Marlborough Writers group, this will be your opportunity to decide how and when you want to meet. It might be time to change to an evening meeting, or alter the type of meeting you want to serve your writing needs. The writing exercise is 200-250 words on the topic ‘Trust’. 

For more information contact Annette at annetterattray@hotmail.com, phone 03-573 6629 or 021 232 8040.

AUTHOR TALK AT RICHMOND 

[image: image2.jpg]Into the
Unknown




Ian Trafford will be talking about his book Into the Unknown: The secret WW1 diary of Kiwi Alick Trafford no25/469 at Richmond Library on Saturday 14 November at 11 am.

World War I (and its aftermath) is described in the words of a young soldier fresh off a remote New Zealand farm, written with immediacy, emotion and clarity. This is a personal account of WWI from the diaries of a Gisborne farm boy, shaped into a gripping narrative by the diarist’s grandson Ian 100 years later. 

As Marahau resident Ian says, ‘My grandfather wanted his secret war diary burned. I’ve just published it. … Alick sent my father to his ceiling cavity to retrieve a secret package for burning – the diaries of his private war. No son could resist a peek into his father’s hidden past. They never reached the fire.’

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear the story of a ‘tough bastard, but a man too sensitive for war’. It’s a free event and bookings are not necessary. Cash book sales will be available (RRP $38). Into the Unknown is published by Penguin Random House NZ.

COURAGE DAY EVENT IN NELSON

Every 15 November throughout the world, PEN – the international writers’ organisation that champions freedom of expression – marks the International Day of the Imprisoned Writer.

NZSA, which incorporates PEN, honours this event as Courage Day. It is named jointly after James Courage, a novelist and poet whose novel ‘A Way of Love’ was banned because he dared to express homosexuality in his writing, and his grandmother Sarah Courage, whose book describing colonial life in New Zealand was burned by neighbours who resented comments they thought she made about them.

Courage Day recognises writers who defend the right of free speech, and those who suffer oppression and are killed or imprisoned for their work. The day is being observed in Nelson by an event on Sunday 15 November at Refinery ArtSpace, 114 Hardy Street, Nelson, at 5.30 pm. (As the Refinery is normally closed on Sunday, please use the back entrance – go down the alleyway at the side of the building and turn left.)

Dana Wensley, the former PEN (NZ) Representative for Freedom of Speech, will be talking about the writers whom PEN is focussing on this year, and local poets will read from works by imprisoned writers. Drinks and nibbles will be provided. 

RUBERY AWARD FOR INDIE BOOKS

The Rubery Book Award is for books that are self-published or published by an independent press. Authors and publishers can enter their own works, and both printed and e-books are accepted. There is no publication date restriction. Fiction (all genres), young adult, children’s, biographies, non-fiction, self-help, cookery, poetry, photography, etc – all are eligible.

There is an entry fee for each entry, which can be paid in different currencies. 

Entries close on 31 March 2021, and results will be announced in July.

The prizes are: Book of the Year, £1500; category winners, £150. All winners and shortlisted authors receive a write-up, and the winning book will be read by a top literary agent. For more information and how to submit, go to:  https://www.ruberybookaward.com/
LAURA SOLOMON CUBA PRESS PRIZE 

This exciting new prize celebrates the life and work of writer Laura Solomon, a longstanding member of NZ Society of Authors Top of the South branch.

The prize will be judged with the criteria set by Laura, for new writing with a ‘unique and original vision’.

In July 2019 NZSA received a bequest from Laura’s estate to establish a new annual literary prize. Her sister and family trustee, Nicky Solomon, expresses the family’s delight at the nature of the bequest. ‘It was something Laura was really passionate about and I love the idea that something she wanted would be happening. It’s a legacy that she is able to leave for other writers.’ Laura kept writing novels and plays throughout her life, despite being affected by a brain tumour that was discovered while she was working at a high-end IT job in London. 

Both published and unpublished writers are invited to enter completed manuscripts written across genres, i.e. fiction, creative non-fiction, poetry, drama or children’s writing. Applications close on 31 January 2021.

To find out more, including how to apply, go to: 
https://authors.org.nz/inaugural-nzsa-laura-solomon-cuba-press-prize-opens/
POEM IN THE WINDOW

Each month, a poem is displayed in the window of Page & Blackmore Booksellers at 254 Trafalgar Street, Nelson. The poem for November is The Hunter by Barry George Hayes.

Poems reflecting the Top of the South are desirable, but submissions on any theme are welcome. The most important criterion is that people passing by and pausing to read can readily identify with it. Length should ideally be not more than 30 lines, but an extract from a longer poem could be displayed as lines from ....  If you would like a poem of yours considered for the window, send a selection of up to three as email attachments to Carol Ercolano at c.d.ercolano@gmail.com 

The ‘window poems’ are published in the biennial Horizons anthologies, which also feature the winning stories from the Page & Blackmore Short Story Competitions. Every author included in the anthology receives a free copy.  

The poems that appeared during 2015 and 2016 were published in Horizons 3, 

and the poems displayed during 2017 and 2018 are included in Horizons 4, published in September 2019. Both anthologies can be purchased here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/publications.html
