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  NZSA TOP OF THE SOUTH NEWS
6 December 2019
Send news to Chrissie at cj.ward@xtra.co.nz or phone 03-546-9818. Let me know about meetings, coming events, book launches, new publications, literary successes, etc. Tell me if you change your email address. Past newsletters are archived for a month on our website www.topwriters.co.nz.  Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/topwritersNZSA/
	

	


FOUNDERS SUMMER READS BOOK FAIR

Founders Heritage Park is holding a mini Summer Reads Book Fair in the Windmill at 87 Atawhai Drive, Nelson. There is a great selection of fiction and magazines to take on holiday, with new books being added daily. The fair starts tomorrow, Saturday 7 December, and runs until Sunday 12 January. The Windmill is open daily from 10 am to 4.30 pm. Free entry.

SPOKEN WORD WORKSHOPS AT TAKAKA

Nancy Fulford is presenting two Spoken Word workshops at Takaka Library on Tuesday 10 December. All you need to bring is a love of language and an interest for sharing your stories through spoken word.

The first workshop, on the Poetic Approach to Personal Stories, runs from

1 – 2.30 pm. It will explore a range of poetic writing tools that give colour, rhythm and shape to the sharing of our personal stories and observations on life.

The second workshop is On Your Feet! Presenting Your Work with Flair, and runs from 3 – 4.30 pm. In this very practical workshop you will experiment with using your voice, body, the space and most importantly your imagination to get the most out of presenting your poetry to the world. Bring poems to work with.

Nancy Fulford is an experienced performance poet who has been an active part of the spoken word circuit in Aotearoa, Canana, and most recently Melbourne. She is a graduate of the IIML Masters programme in Creative Writing at Victoria and has taught poetry to a diverse range of learners. She leads Dance & Drama at Wellington East Girls College and is an improve actor with Playback Theatre. If you have any questions or want to know more, email nancynzny@gmail.com
Payment suggestions for these workshops are a sliding scale of $20 - $40 for one workshop, or both for $40 - $60. Booking from Evenbrite is essential. If you wish to pay at the door, select ‘Pay at Door’ when you book. 

Book here for Poetic Approach to Personal Stories: https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/spoken-word-workshop-poetic-approach-to-personal-stories-tickets-76186121741
Book here for On Your Feet! Presenting Your Work with Flair:

https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/on-your-feet-presenting-your-work-with-flair-tickets-76188725529
STEMWRITERS GROUP AT NELSON LIBRARY

STEMWriters is a small group with widely varying interests in writing, from short fiction to social commentary, social history and poetry. They usually meet on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 1 pm at the Elma Turner Library in Nelson. The last meeting for the year is on Tuesday 10 December. For more information contact  Alyson Baker at 03-546 0416 or alyson.baker@ncc.govt.nz
AUTHOR TALK IN NELSON
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Ray Caird will be at Nelson Provincial Museum on Tuesday 10 December, 5.30 – 6.30 pm, to talk about his major book, Blood of the Flax, Toto o te Harakeke (The Copy Press, 2019). Blood of the Flax honours one of New Zealand Aotearoa’s most iconic plants and its determined story of survival. 

Using this insightful coffee table book as a reference point, this talk invites you to delve into the history of flax. Ray will take you on a poetic journey from ancient Gondwanaland to the fashion catwalks of New York, reading excerpts from his book along the way. Find out more about Ray and his work here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/ray-caird.html
Books will be available for signing after the talk. Nelson Provincial Museum is at the corner of Hardy & Trafalgar Streets, Nelson. Everyone is welcome to this free event.
LIVE POETS SOCIETIES COMBINED MEETING
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On Thursday 12 December the Nelson and Motueka Live Poets are joining their Golden Bay colleagues at the Mussel Inn, Onekaka, for an end of year celebration. This will be an open mic event, with Sacha Horton as the MC. Participants sign up on the night. Koha entry. The evening starts at 7.30 pm with music as usual.

For more information contact:

Sacha Horton (Golden Bay) at getrealconnection@gmail.com
Maggie Brown (Motueka) at mzbrown@slingshot.co.nz
Deirdre Lusby (Nelson) at dlusby@xtra.co.nz
NELSON ROMANCE WRITERS 

The Nelson branch of Romance Writers of NZ (RWNZ) usually meet on the second Saturday of every month. They meet at 2 pm at the National Party Office, corner of Waimea & Quarantine Roads, Nelson. Visitors are always welcome. If you are not an RWNZ member already, you are welcome to attend a meeting before deciding to join.
For their last meeting of the year on Saturday 14 December they will be going to Styx on the Nelson waterfront at noon for their Christmas lunch, and are very lucky to have ‘Santina’ coming to visit, which will be wonderful! The table is booked for regulars only. 

The next meeting will be on Saturday 8 February, and will be open to everyone as usual. For more information contact LaVerne Clark at 03-546 4440, email 4clarksnelson@gmail.com.

WEST COAST WRITERS’ REPORT FOR THE YEAR

West Coast Writers convenor Katrina Brown sends this report: 

West Coast Writers has had a busy, productive year, with two workshop series with the fabulous writer and mentor Wendy Scott, and members really getting into their current projects as a result of these workshops. We were also lucky to have the Blackball Writers’ Retreat on our doorstep. Three of us attended the weekend and were rewarded with mentoring by Paul Maunder, Paddy Richardson and Jeffrey Paparoa Holman, as well as meeting wonderful writers from around the country.

As part of the inaugural LoudMouth Performing Arts Festival, one of our members co-hosted a Poetry Brunch at Greymouth’s Left Bank Art Gallery. This event was well attended and there was much poetry shared over delicious homemade breads and toppings. Greymouth’s new and fabulous second-hand book store, Red Books, provided poetry books from New Zealand and international poets. If you are traveling near Greymouth, it’s worth visiting Red Books; it is a bookstore for lovers of literature. Poetry Brunch is set to be a semi-regular event in the gallery, so keep an eye out for the next one.

West Coast Writers meet for the last time this year on Sunday 15 December. Their first meeting in 2020 will be on Sunday 2 February. For more information contact Katrina at kbtaiwan@gmail.com
MARLBOROUGH WRITERS NEXT MEETING

Marlborough Writers meet on the third Tuesday of the month in the Louvre Room at Fairweathers, 36 Scott Street, Blenheim. Visitors are always welcome. A gold coin donation is requested to cover website costs. 

The last meeting for the year will be on Tuesday 17 December at noon. They will each be putting ‘three humorous words’ into a hat, having a blind draw, and writing for ten minutes on the topic.
For more information contact Annette Rattray at annetterattray@hotmail.com, phone 03-573 6629 or 021 232 8040.

COONEY INSURANCE SHORT STORY COMPETITION

The Cooney Insurance Short Story Competition 2020 is open for entries. 
The competition is organised by the Cambridge Autumn Festival, and the prizes are: First - $1,000; Second - $500; Third $250. 

Word limit is 1500 words. The short story must start with the words: ‘It was 3am’. The competition is open to all ages, and entries can be submitted by post or online. 

Entries close on Friday 31 January, and winners will be notified by 20 March. Winners will be awarded in Cambridge Thursday 26 March. The announcement of winners will be emailed to all entrants shortly after 26 March, and the entrants who were shortlisted will be advised at that time.

For full details and to enter please go to www.cambridgeautumnfestival.co.nz/short-story/ 

 ‘LOVE LETTER TO THE WORLD’ VALENTINE’S DAY POETRY COMPETITION

Resilienz invites entries in its first ever competition, allowing everyone to express their feelings for our exquisite planet Earth.

They would especially love to hear from young people who want to be a voice for the future. There are great prizes for different age categories, including books and ethical beauty products. The judges are: Professor James Renwick, highly regarded climate researcher; Denys Trussell, acclaimed and widely published poet and writer; Ryan Walsh, dynamic poet and teacher of English and drama.

Conditions of entry and how to enter:

1. Poems must be the entrant’s original and unpublished work written in English, and up to 20 lines maximum. 

2. Entries to be as an MSWord attachment to an email addressed to ellie@resilienz.co.nz which must include the poem’s title but not show the entrant’s name. Entry is free, but only one entry per person. 

3. The email subject line must say ‘Poem’ and give the title of the poem. The text of the email must include the following info: Name, home town, country and a contact phone number of the entrant; age and school for children’s prizes (name and phone number please for a parent of any entrant under 16); the poem’s title  and category (primary school, secondary, adult). 

4. Copyright of each entry remains with its author but, by entering, entrants agree to the poem’s publication, without payment, in Climate Matters and/or in other related electronic or hard copy formats. 

Please send inquiries to ellie@resilienz.co.nz. Entries close 14 January 2020.

Resilienz is an independent consultancy providing effective strategies to address climate change. Find out more at: www.resilienz.co.nz. Climate Matters is a free newsletter produced by Resilienz director Lindsay Wood. To subscribe, contact him at lindsay@resilienz.co.nz
AESTHETICA CREATIVE WRITING AWARD

Submissions are open for the Aesthetica Creative Writing Award, an international literary prize that is a hotbed for new talent in Poetry and Short Fiction. Now in its 14th year, the Prize supports both emerging and established writers. Winners are selected for both categories and awarded with £1,000. Publication within the Aesthetica Creative Writing Anthology is also awarded to a further 60 writers whose works are highly commended.

Poetry entries should be no more than 40 lines; Fiction entries should be no more than 2,000 words. Works published elsewhere are accepted. You may enter as many times as you wish. Both Poetry and Fiction entries should be written in English.

Entries close on 31 August 2020, and the winners will be announced in December.  For more information and to enter, go to:

https://www.aestheticamagazine.com/creative-writing-award/
POEM IN THE WINDOW

Each month, a poem is displayed in the window of Page & Blackmore Booksellers at 254 Trafalgar Street, Nelson. The poem for December is River by Kathleen Peacock. 
Poems reflecting the Top of the South are desirable, but submissions on any theme are welcome. The most important criterion is that people passing by and pausing to read can readily identify with it. Length should ideally be not more than 30 lines, but an extract from a longer poem could be displayed as lines from ....  If you would like a poem of yours considered for the window, send a selection of up to three as email attachments to Carol Ercolano at c.d.ercolano@gmail.com 

The ‘window poems’ are published in the biennial Horizons anthologies, which also feature the winning stories from the Page & Blackmore Short Story Competitions. Every author included in the anthology receives a free copy.  

The poems that appeared during 2015 and 2016 were published in Horizons 3, 
and the poems displayed during 2017 and 2018 are included in Horizons 4, published in September 2019. Both anthologies can be purchased here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/publications.html 
