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7 December 2018
Send news to Chrissie at cj.ward@xtra.co.nz or phone 03-546-9818. Let me know about meetings, coming events, book launches, new publications, literary successes, etc. Tell me if you change your email address. Past newsletters are archived for a month on our website www.topwriters.co.nz.  Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/topwritersNZSA/
FOUNDERS SUMMER READS BOOK FAIR

Founders Heritage Park is holding a mini Summer Reads Book Fair in the Windmill at 87 Atawhai Drive, Nelson. There is a great selection of fiction and magazines to take on holiday, with new books being added daily. The fair starts Saturday 8 December and runs until Sunday 13 January. The Windmill is open daily from 10 am to 4.30 pm. Free entry.

FREE MONEY FROM SBS BANK!

SBS, the bank which Top of the South branch NZSA uses, is repeating its wonderful referral offer. If someone new to SBS opens an account with them and mentions us, they will get a free $50 and so will the branch. Just tell SBS that you were referred by NZ Society of Authors Top of the South. There are branches in Nelson and Blenheim, or find out more from the website www.sbsbank.co.nz/get50. The offer expires on 31 January 2019, so be quick!

NELSON ROMANCE WRITERS 

The Nelson branch of Romance Writers of NZ usually meet on the second Saturday of every month. They meet at 2 pm at the National Party Office, corner of Waimea & Quarantine Roads, Nelson. Visitors are always welcome. If you are not an RWNZ member already, you are welcome to attend a meeting before deciding to join.
Their last get-together for this year will be a Christmas lunch on Sunday 9 December for current and former members of RWNZ. There is no meeting in January, so the next one will be in February 2019. 

For more information contact LaVerne Clark at 4clarksnelson@gmail.com, phone 03-546 4440.

POETRY BOOK LAUNCH IN MOTUEKA
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Tracy Dawson of Ruby Bay is launching her new poetry book One Kiss at Motueka Library on Monday 10 December, 10 – 11 am. 

In 2009, Tracy attended the NMIT Creative writing course and began to gain an appreciation of how poetry can take people to a different place. She enjoyed the challenge of distilling complex subjects into something meaningful and easy to relate to. The poems in this collection are deep, meaningful and are aimed to be thought provoking and cover subjects such as benevolence, self love, listening to nature and the integration of the different parts of self. 

Everyone is welcome to Motueka Library to listen to the story behind the book, get a glimpse of the poems and meet the author. This is a free event. One Kiss will be available to purchase for $25 (cash only) at the launch, and is also available from Paper Plus Motueka.

STEMWRITERS GROUP AT NELSON LIBRARY

STEMWriters is a small group with widely varying interests in writing, from short fiction to social commentary, social history and poetry. They meet on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 1 pm at the Elma Turner Library in Nelson. This month’s meeting, the last for the year, is on 11 December. For more information contact Alyson Baker at 03-546 0416 or alyson.baker@ncc.govt.nz
NEWS FROM GOLDEN BAY LIVE POETS 

Golden Bay Live Poets meet monthly at The Mussel Inn, Onekaka. Their next meeting on Thursday 13 December at 8 pm is the last Live Mic of the year. Ross Orenstein, avid artist, cook and citizen of the world, will open the evening with live music.  
Everyone is welcome to attend or participate. Bring a poem to share, or just enjoy the show. Singer-songwriters are also welcome. Koha entry. For further information please contact Rose at thewritingforest@gmail.com
Golden Bay Live Poets Coordinator Rose Michel von Dreger is retiring as Coordinator at the end of this year. When founder Joe Bell passed the GB Live Poets torch to Mark Raffills in 2012, Rose was Secretary from 2012 until 2016, when Mark left for Auckland (but stayed on as consultant and occasional MC from out-of-town – thank you Mark!).

Rose then became Coordinator and began inviting guest MCs as well as guest poets and musicians, producing a diverse and entertaining kaleidoscope of artists. After two years of managing Live Poets mostly solo, Rose is ready to pass the torch. Thank you to Rose and Mark for their dedicated, devoted and delicious contributions to keeping Golden Bay Live Poets LiVE!  ​

The Mussel Inn is keen to keep GB Live Poets going and is looking for someone to take over as Coordinator. If you are interested, please contact Jane at haveabeer@musselinn.co.nz
  
WEST COAST WRITERS 

This group welcomes writers of all genres to write together, get feedback on their work, and to discuss all things ‘writing’ in a respectful, encouraging environment. Don't worry about your level of experience – everyone is welcome! The group meets on the first and third Sundays of the month, 11 am – 1 pm, at the New Coaster's Office, 38 Albert Street, Greymouth. Gold coin donation for venue appreciated. Their next meeting will be on Sunday 16 December. There will be no meetings in January, so the first one in 2019 will be in February. For more details contact Katrina Brown at kbtaiwan@gmail.com.

GIVE HORIZONS 3 FOR CHRISTMAS
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There is no better Christmas present than a book, so why not give our branch anthology? Horizons 3 contains the winning and short-listed short stories from the 2016 and 2017 Page & Blackmore competitions, plus the poems that have appeared in the windows of Nelson Provincial Museum and Page & Blackmore. The anthology includes a wonderful mix of work from talented local and national writers. 

Horizons 3 costs $20 plus $3.60 p&p. To order, go to 

http://www.topwriters.co.nz/publications.html
NEW BOOK FOR SUE PERKINS
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Congratulations to Sue Perkins on the publication of her new YA book, Fury’s Ghost.

Fury's family leave the city for a six month visit to rural New Zealand and stay in an old house in South Canterbury. Hiding in the attic is a ghost lady, and Fury promises to help her end her earthly existence. Problems arise when Fury delves into the past to find the answers she needs.

Fury’s Ghost is available from Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Kobo and from Copy Press here: http://shop.realnzbooks.co.nz/shopn/spi//books
Although mainly published in America, Sue is hoping to increase her New Zealand following. She writes fantasy for juvenile/young adult and adults, and also romance. Read more about her here: http://sueperkinsauthor.com/
MARLBOROUGH WRITERS NEXT MEETING

Marlborough Writers meet on the third Tuesday of the month, usually in the Louvre Room at Fairweathers, 36 Scott Street, Blenheim. Visitors are always welcome. A gold coin donation is requested to cover website costs. 

The final meeting for the year is on Tuesday 18 December at noon. This will be held at Twelve Trees Vineyard Restaurant at Allan Scott Wines, 229 Jacksons Road, Raupara, 7273. Jacksons Road can be accessed on the south side of Raupara Road, or the North side of State Highway 6, just before you get to Woodbourne.  Twelve Trees is halfway down Jacksons Road on the west side. They will allocate space for up to 15 people on the mezzanine. The topic for the writing exercise is 300 words of humorous prose or poetry after the style of Pam Ayres, the Topp Twins, or your favourite.
 
There will be no meeting in January. Next year on Tuesday 19 February 2019 at noon they will return to the Louvre Room at Fairweathers, 36 Scott Street, Blenheim. A topic and reminder will be sent out in January.
 
For more information contact Annette Rattray at annetterattray@hotmail.com, phone 03-573 6629.

SUBMISSIONS INVITED FOR FRESH INK 2019
With the success of Cloud Ink Press’ first anthology in 2017, Fresh Ink: A Collection of Voices from Aotearoa New Zealand 2017, they are now taking submissions for the second in the series to be published in late 2019. The anthology will contain works across a range of fields and genres. Writers are invited to submit entries, which can be: prose (fiction or creative non-fiction), poetry, illustrated stories or flash fiction. The submissions can be standalone works or an extract from a longer work. The maximum word limit, per story, is 4000 words, and the cost per entry is $30 (although for shorter works, such as poetry or flash fiction, you may submit up to three entries for the single submission fee).
Submissions are open to all New Zealanders, who are either living in New Zealand or have a New Zealand passport, and will close on 23 December.
Please submit your entry using size 12 Times New Roman, 1.5 spacing to info@cloudink.co.nz  including your name, contact details, and accompanying submission fee of $30 to Cloud Ink Press (ASB:12-3083-0323967-00).
SUBMISSIONS INVITED FROM TOP OF THE SOUTH WRITERS
Writers of Picton invite writers from across the Top of the South to submit original creative non- fiction up to 3000 words and /or poems up to 50 lines for a proposed anthology.

Submissions might be serious, quirky, humorous or prophetic, but on the theme ‘In an Ideal World . . .’ They should be sent in electronic format as an email attachment, together with contact details by 31 January 2019 to 
petergoodhope@gmail.com. Authors retain copyright of their work. Submissions will be subject to editing and proofreading in consultation with the author. 

THE MASTERS REVIEW SHORT STORY AWARD FOR NEW WRITERS

International submissions are welcome to this award for stories under 7000 words. The winner receives US$3000, publication, and agency review. The second and third place prizes are US$300 / $200, publication, and agency review. Previously unpublished stories only. Simultaneous and multiple submissions allowed.
The award is for emerging writers only. The Masters Review is interested in offering a larger platform to new writers. Self-published writers and writers with story collections and novels with a small circulation are welcome to submit. Writers with works published with a circulation of less than 5000 copies can also submit. 

There is a US$20 entry fee. All stories are considered for publication. The deadline is 31 January. For more information and how to submit, go to:

https://mastersreview.com/our-winter-short-story-award-for-new-writers-is-now-open
TAKAHE SHORT STORY COMPETITION 2019

The 2019 Takahē Short Story Competition will be judged by Nod Ghosh. The first prize is $250, second prize $100. Maximum length is 2500 words. Writers may submit as many previously unpublished short stories as they wish, providing an entry fee of $10 is paid for each one. The results will be announced in August, and all entries will be considered for publication in takahē magazine. Entries may be submitted either by email or by post. The closing date for receipt of entries is 31 March 2019. For full conditions of entry and the entry form, go to: http://www.takahe.org.nz/competitions/
POEM IN THE WINDOW

Each month, a poem is displayed in the window of Page & Blackmore Booksellers at 254 Trafalgar Street, Nelson. The poem for December is Christmas in Motupiko by Stan Johnson.
Poems reflecting the Top of the South are desirable, but submissions on any theme are welcome. The most important criterion is that people passing by and pausing to read can readily identify with it. Length should ideally be not more than 30 lines, but an extract from a longer poem could be displayed as lines from ....  If you would like a poem of yours considered for the window, send a selection of up to three as email attachments to Carol Ercolano at c.d.ercolano@gmail.com 

The ‘window poems’ are published in the biennial Horizons anthologies, which also feature the winning stories from the Page & Blackmore Short Story Competitions. Every author included in the anthology receives a free copy.  

The poems that appeared during 2015 and 2016 appear in Horizons 3, which is available for purchase here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/publications.html 

The poems displayed during 2017 and 2018 will be included in Horizons 4, which will be published during the later part of 2019. 
