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  NZSA TOP OF THE SOUTH NEWS
7 February 2020
Send news to Chrissie at cj.ward@xtra.co.nz or phone 03-546-9818. Let me know about meetings, coming events, book launches, new publications, literary successes, etc. Tell me if you change your email address. Past newsletters are archived for a month on our website www.topwriters.co.nz.  Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/topwritersNZSA/
	

	


NELSON ROMANCE WRITERS MEETING TOMORROW
The Nelson branch of Romance Writers of NZ (RWNZ) usually meet on the second Saturday of every month. They meet at 2 pm at the National Party Office, corner of Waimea & Quarantine Roads, Nelson. Visitors are always welcome. If you are not an RWNZ member already, you are welcome to attend a meeting before deciding to join.
For their first meeting of the year on Saturday 8 February they will be having a BBQ at a member’s house, where they will be catching up after the Xmas break and also discussing subjects for the coming meetings and goals for this new year of writing.
For more information contact LaVerne Clark at 03-546 4440, email 4clarksnelson@gmail.com.

NEW BOOK FOR NANDITHA
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Golden Bay-based writer Nanditha Ram has just released The Book of Transcendental Gastronomy: feeding the soul's longing for bliss. 

Is there more to a recipe than a list of ingredients? What is the je ne sais quoi of your dish? Is it the whole peppercorns, the Tamari sauce, or love, passion – maybe even compassion? The magic ingredient is usually never in the recipe. Where then, is it to be found? What is your unique print as a cook? And where do you look for it?

The Book of Transcendental Gastronomy answers these questions, so that you can bring out the best of yourself, inside the kitchen, and outside. Whether you want to cook up a storm, stir up a revolution or cook it up as you go, it's all in here. The Book of Transcendental Gastronomy is available from: https://bit.ly/3aUzGks
FLASH FRONTIER NEWS

Flash Frontier: An Adventure in Short Fiction is moving to a quarterly schedule this year. The next issue will be in March. This is an international issue, for stories up to 250 words with the theme ‘Water’. The deadline is

29 February. For full details and how to submit, go to: https://www.flash-frontier.com/submissions/
Congratulations to Trish Palmer, whose story The Berlin Wall has been nominated for Best Small Fictions 2020. Read her story here: http://www.flash-frontier.com/november-2019-berlin/#berlin
ECLIPSES UNCOVERED: AUTHOR TALK AT NELSON MUSEUM

In this talk, space scientist and author Duncan Steel will discuss what makes an eclipse, their significance historically and today, and how, where and when you can see one for yourself. The talk takes place on Tuesday 11 February, 5.30 pm at Nelson Provincial Museum, Cnr Trafalgar & Hardy Streets, Nelson. Koha entry; bookings not necessary. 

Every so often, the Earth, Moon and Sun come into line, and an eclipse occurs. Historically momentous, these occasions have affected battles and changed the course of wars. Enthusiasts go to great lengths to see them today and will tell you that the cost in time and money was well worth it. The stirring nature of an eclipse is undeniable.

Duncan Steel will discuss the significance of an eclipse to humanity, science, history and the future. He’ll explain how lunar eclipses differ from solar versions and why total solar eclipses can be so extremely rare to see. He’ll also tell you more about what to expect when such an eclipse next falls in our region on Boxing Day in 2038 (best viewed in Collingwood)… and how on Earth we know all this!

Duncan Steel has written four books, 100+ research papers, 1000+ articles for newspapers and magazines, has appeared in hundreds of radio and TV programmes and was science advisor for an Emmy-winning documentary viewed by over 400 million people. Find out more about him here http://www.duncansteel.com/
AUTHORS’ TALK AT NELSON LIBRARY

Everyone is welcome at the Elma Turner Library in Nelson on Thursday 13 February when popular New Zealand authors Sue Copsey and Catherine Robertson will be there for a special evening event from 6.15pm.

Sue Copsey is a children’s author now based in New Zealand. Her debut adult novel Wife After Wife is written under the pseudonym Olivia Hayfield. Wife After Wife is described as ‘a rollicking retelling of the story of England’s favourite ginger tyrant, Henry VIII, with a 21st-century twist’. 

Acclaimed novelist Catherine Robertson has been appointed the Victoria University of Wellington International Institute of Modern Letters (IIML) and Creative New Zealand Writer in Residence for 2020. Her fiction is celebrated for its witty, precise and emotionally involving depictions of contemporary life. All six of her novels, which include The Hiding Places, Gabriel’s Bay, and What You Wish For, have reached number one on the New Zealand bestseller list.  

 Come along on Thursday 13 February and hear these writers in conversation with Liz Price, as they discuss their latest books and writing life. They will return to the library on Friday 14 February – see the following item.

LIBRARY LOVERS DAY IN NELSON

Libraries around the country celebrate all things books on Friday 14 February. At Nelson’s Elma Turner Library the celebrations coincide with the end of the Nelson Summer Reading Challenge, which began on 14 December. 

Events on Friday start at 12 noon with live music from Gitano Swing, who will be performing French love songs. New Zealand authors Catherine Robertson and Sue Copsey will announce the winners of the Summer Reading Challenge. Stick around after the prize giving for cake and coffee. Everyone is welcome to this free, family-friendly event.

INTERNATIONAL BOOK GIVING DAY

Friday 14 February is also International Book Giving Day. Nelson’s Volume bookshop provides these ideas for how to mark the day:

1. Give a book to a friend or relative.

2. Leave a book in a waiting room, café or community centre. 
3. Start a Little Free Library in your neighbourhood or workplace.

4. Donate to a literacy charity.
BOOK LAUNCH AT WAKEFIELD
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Everyone is welcome to join local author Robyn Prokop at the launch of Dozer the Fire Cat, her first picture book, on Friday 14 February, 2 pm at Wakefield School, Edward Street, Wakefield. The book is based on Robyn's own evacuation during the Pigeon Valley fires, and the real cat called Dozer who went missing at the time. 
In February 2019, a tiny spark in a Pigeon Valley paddock became the largest fire in New Zealand since 1955. Up to 150 volunteer firefighters fought the blaze. Around 3,500 people were evacuated, including the whole town of Wakefield. 

The story is based on a real cat that survived the fires. While his family is busy packing up to evacuate, Dozer is oblivious, busy doing what Dozer does . . . stalking, pouncing, washing . . . and sleeping. But when he wakes up, his family has gone and the world is a frightening place!
Dozer the Fire Cat is illustrated by Jenny Cooper and published by Scholastic NZ. At the launch, Robyn Prokop and Jenny will be joined by members of the Wakefield Volunteer Fire Brigade, and DOZER himself, the true-life fire cat! The book will be for sale at the launch, and is available from all good book shops.
JAMES COOK: MAN AND MYTH – ARTIST TALK BY PETER IRELAND

Everyone is welcome at the Suter Gallery in Nelson on Saturday 15 February at 2 pm for a talk by artist and writer Peter Ireland. The talk is in association with the gallery’s new exhibition in which 11 artists reflect on encounters between Māori and Pākehā at Meretoto Ship Cove in Tōtara-nui Queen Charlotte Sound during Cook’s three voyages 1770-1777. Peter's artwork based on John Webber's ‘Ship Cove c. 1779’ is featured in the exhibition. 

In 2019, Peter Ireland published The Weight of the Captain’s Wrist, featuring 69 of his history paintings, many of which focus on Cook and the eighteenth century exploration of the Pacific. The images constitute a continuing conversation between historical characters and the events in which they figures, interweaving our national history with European painting traditions.

This is a free event. The Suter Gallery is at 208 Bridge Street, Nelson.

WEST COAST WRITERS 

This group welcomes writers of all genres to write together, get feedback on their work, and to discuss all things ‘writing’ in a respectful, encouraging environment. Don't worry about your level of experience – everyone is welcome! The group usually meets on the first and third Sundays of the month, 11 am – 1 pm, at the New Coaster's Office, 38 Albert Street, Greymouth. Gold coin donation for venue appreciated. Their next meetings will be on Sunday 16 February. For more details contact Katrina Brown at kbtaiwan@gmail.com.

MARLBOROUGH WRITERS NEXT MEETING

Marlborough Writers meet on the third Tuesday of the month in the Louvre Room at Fairweathers, 36 Scott Street, Blenheim. Visitors are always welcome. A gold coin donation is requested to cover website costs. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 18 February at noon. The writing topic is up to 200 words on ‘Tickled pink’. Please bring two copies; the best will be put on the Writers of Marlborough website http://www.writersofmarlborough.co.nz/
For more information contact Annette Rattray at annetterattray@hotmail.com, phone 03-573 6629 or 021 232 8040.

RICHMOND WRITING GROUP
The Richmond Writing Group is for adults with an interest in writing – whether you’re just thinking about starting to write something, you’re a published author, or somewhere in between. The group meets on the third Tuesday of the month, 1 – 3 pm, in the Constance Barnicoat Room at Richmond Library. In the first hour there is an author talk, then from 2 pm everyone is welcome to join the Richmond Writing Group for an hour of discussion or creative writing exercises in a relaxed, supportive atmosphere. It’s free to attend and anyone of any ability can come. Bring writing materials.

The next meeting is on Tuesday 18 February, when Ian Coulls, Australian performer, writer, poet and musician, will be performing his poems and songs.  Read about him here: http://www.holdenhillmedia.com.au/coulls/Home.html
For more information contact Pania Walton, Promotions Assistant, Richmond Library at pania.walton@tasman.govt.nz
ELIZABETH KNOX: THE ABSOLUTE BOOK TOUR OF TASMAN
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Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to hear Elizabeth Knox, one of New Zealand’s leading writers, speaking at Tasman libraries about her latest novel The Absolute Book.

Winner of 2019’s Prime Minister’s Award for Literary Achievement for Fiction, Elizabeth Knox is the author of fourteen novels, three novellas and a collection of essays. The Vintner’s Luck won the Deutz Medal for Fiction in the 1999 Montana New Zealand Book Awards, and the Tasmania Pacific Region Prize. Elizabeth is an Arts Foundation Laureate and was made an Officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit in 2002.

Her most recent novel, The Absolute Book (published in September 2019), has been described as ‘a declaration of love for story, for literature, for libraries’ and ‘an unpredictable and intelligent work of imagination’.  On RNZ National, Louise O’Brien stated, ‘I didn’t want it to finish, I completely adored it, and I think everyone should own it and gift it.’ 

Elizabeth Knox will be talking about The Absolute Book at these venues:

Takaka Library, Tuesday 18 February at 5.30 pm

Motueka Library, Wednesday 19 February at 5.30 pm

Richmond Library, Thursday 20 February at 5.30 pm

These are free events. Copies of Elizabeth’s books will be available to buy.

MOTUEKA LIVE POETS

Motueka Live Poets meet monthly on the third Wednesday at Motueka Yacht Club, Ward Street (off Wharf Road), Port Motueka at 7 pm (note change of venue). Their next meeting on Wednesday 19 February features guest poet Ian Coulis from Australia.
Everyone is welcome to attend or participate. Poets and singer-songwriters can sign up on the night. Gold coin koha entry. For more information contact Maggie Brown at mzbrown@slingshot.co.nz , phone 03-9298150 or text 021-1280991.

	

	


BY THE LIGHT OF THE SILVERY EARTH: OUR MOON IN SCIENCE AND SCIENCE FICTION

This talk at Nelson Provincial Museum on Tuesday 25 February, 5.30 pm, is presented by Dr JJ Eldridge, Associate Professor for the Department of Physics at the University of Auckland.

As – arguably – the centrepiece of our night sky, our Moon has been a focus of the human imagination throughout history, and the driver for an ongoing and near-obsessive fascination for visiting it. ‘Journeys to the Moon’ are a common theme in science fiction – in literature, on TV and via the silver screen – with some of the earliest and more recent examples tapping into our strange enthusiasm for turning it into our home of the future. 

In this talk Dr JJ Eldridge will discuss how the portrayal of trips to our Moon in science fiction can be compared to real-life missions. Reflecting on well-loved sci-fi classics such as Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968), BBC’s Doctor Who, Sony Pictures' Moon (2009), and other much-enjoyed gems, she’ll unpick where science fiction is based on science fact and how far artistic license can be respectably pushed. JJ will then flip the coin to take a look at how science fiction could influence reality as we aspire to make the Moon our home. 

Dr JJ Eldridge’s general research concerns the lives and deaths of stars, from those in our own Galaxy to those in galaxies at the edge of the observable Universe. She has a particular interest in the effects of binary interactions on the lives of stars in binary systems. JJ is an active advocate for equity and inclusion in academia, especially for transgender and gender diverse people. ‘I study exploding binary stars while exploding the myth of a gender binary’, she says.
Bookings are not necessary for this talk. Koha entry. Nelson Provincial Museum is on the Corner of Trafalgar & Hardy Streets, Nelson. 

CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP IN MOTUEKA

Come along to Motueka Library on Wednesday 26 February to get inspired and get tools to start your creative writing. This introductory workshop will look at language and creativity, and how different and playful exercises give you a good writing flow.

Malin Bengston, who teaches Creative Writing in Sweden, will facilitate this workshop. Malin loves all aspects of language and has taught courses for journalists, sign language translators, actors, and people developing their fictional or autobiographical writing.

The workshop runs from 10 am to 12 noon and costs $10. Contact Motueka Library at 03-528 1047 to book your place. 

AN INTRODUCTION TO CREATIVE WRITING: A SIX-WEEK COURSE IN NELSON WITH HELLA BAUER

What is creative writing? How do you start? How do you express your thoughts, stories and memories in writing, without being dull? 
‘Writing is not just for someone who wants to write the great novel. To write is to be empowered.’ – Natalie Goldberg 

In this course you will complete exercises, discuss how to connect to the reader, and share feedback. You will retrieve long-forgotten memories, make new discoveries, and laugh a lot (course nights will be favourite nights of the week). To stimulate the creative process you will be provided with tasks to be completed at home.

Hella Bauer developed The Writing Incubator and has taught successful writing courses in Tauranga. She moved back to Nelson in 2019. This six-week course  commencing Wednesday 26 February is hosted by Volume bookshop, 15 Church Street, Nelson. Each session runs from 6 pm to 8.30 pm. Cost: $260.

Book here: 

https://volume.circlesoft.net/p/writing-courses-an-introduction-to-creative-writing-a-6-week-course-with-hella-bauer?barcode=HELLA12020&search_key=he
THE TASMANIAN WRITERS’ PRIZE 2020


Open to residents of Australia and New Zealand, the prize is for short stories up to 3,000 words having an island, or island-resonant, theme. The competition is run by Forty South Publishing, the largest book publisher in Tasmania and publisher of Tasmania 40° South magazine.
 
The winner will receive a cash prize of $500 and publication in Tasmania 40°South. A selection of the best entries will be published in Forty South Short Story Anthology 2020. The deadline for entries is 16 February 2020.

For full conditions of entry and the entry form, go to:

https://fortysouth.com.au/tasmanian-writers-prize/
GOLDEN BAY WRITERS GROUP

The Golden Bay Writers Group meets on the first Saturday of each month in the morning at the Wholemeal Café, 60 Commercial Street, Takaka. Meet up to connect, work on writing projects and share feedback in a supportive way.
The February meeting had to be postponed, so the next meeting is on Saturday 7 March at 9 am. The rough agenda is:
9.00 Describing the group and introductions; GB book project; standard agenda, and what if you want a critique of finished work 

9.30 Prompt for new writing 

10.15 Break

10.30 Guidelines for feedback, read and feedback  

11.45 - 12.00 Plan for next time 

Everyone is welcome to Golden Bay Writers Group meetings. For more information contact Jay Indik at jayindik@icloud.com
2020 PAGE & BLACKMORE SHORT STORY COMPETITION

in association with TOP OF THE SOUTH BRANCH, NZSA 

The 2020 Page & Blackmore Short Story Competition is open for entries. This national short story competition is jointly sponsored by Nelson’s Page & Blackmore Booksellers and the Top of the South Branch, NZSA, with prizes awarded half as book vouchers and half as cash. 

The word limit is 1500 words. Writers may submit as many entries to the competition as they like, provided an entry fee of $20 is paid for each story. All stories receive feedback, with the judge providing a written assessment of the ten short-listed stories. The top three entries receive prizes to the following value: First, $500; Second, $300; Third, $200. Submissions may be made either by email or by post, although email is preferred.

The competition will be judged by Mandy Hager, who in 2019 became the president of the New Zealand Society of Authors. Mandy is a multi-award-winning writer of fiction, predominantly for young adults. A trained teacher, she has an MA in Creative Writing. 

The closing date for entries is 31 March. The results of the competition will be announced at the 2020 Top of the South branch AGM, which will take place on Saturday 30 May, 2pm, at the Hearing House, Trafalgar Square, Nelson. 

The full conditions of entry and an entry form for the 2020 Short Story Competition can be downloaded from http://www.topwriters.co.nz/page-blackmore-short-story-competition.html. If you have any queries, contact the competition organiser, Robyn Prokop, at toscomp102@gmail.com
PUBLIC LENDING RIGHT – REGISTER BY 1 MARCH
The Public Lending Right for New Zealand Authors scheme was established in 2008 to provide for New Zealand authors, illustrators, and editors to receive payments in recognition of the fact that their books are available for use in New Zealand libraries. 

To be included in the Public Lending Right for New Zealand Authors scheme you must register each year. If you have registered previously, you need to re-register, whether or not you have any new books. If you do have new books, you should let them know. Self-published titles are eligible. The registration period is from 1 January to 1 March 2020.
To register, go to: https://natlib.govt.nz/publishers-and-authors/public-lending-right-for-new-zealand-authors
Please note that the last day to register is 1 March 2020.  

POEM IN THE WINDOW

Each month, a poem is displayed in the window of Page & Blackmore Booksellers at 254 Trafalgar Street, Nelson. The poem for February is
Black Shag by Molly Murphy.
Poems reflecting the Top of the South are desirable, but submissions on any theme are welcome. The most important criterion is that people passing by and pausing to read can readily identify with it. Length should ideally be not more than 30 lines, but an extract from a longer poem could be displayed as lines from ....  If you would like a poem of yours considered for the window, send a selection of up to three as email attachments to Carol Ercolano at c.d.ercolano@gmail.com 

The ‘window poems’ are published in the biennial Horizons anthologies, which also feature the winning stories from the Page & Blackmore Short Story Competitions. Every author included in the anthology receives a free copy.  

The poems that appeared during 2015 and 2016 were published in Horizons 3, 
and the poems displayed during 2017 and 2018 are included in Horizons 4, published in September 2019. Both anthologies can be purchased here: http://www.topwriters.co.nz/publications.html 
